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TO HIS GRACE 


The Duke of ARGY 's 


MY LORD DUKE, 


URROUNDED as your Grace is, not by 
N the declared, but by the ſecret and determined 
enemies of my innocent, permit me to add, my 
glorious child, I have but this ove method, which 
fieceſlity forces me to take, for bringing before 
you ſome circumſtances, and /ome facts, which 
it is abſolutely proper your Grace ſhould be made 
acquainted with. | 

I would have preferred addreſſing this letter 
to you at your own houſe, but from /ad expe- 
rience, which I have purchaſed at a very high 
price, T was but too ſure that any thing written 
by me, or by General Gunning's daughter, would Wo 
not have found its way to your Grace's hands, 
without à prior inſpection; and if, as it is very 
likely would have been the caſe, my ideas had 
not ſuited with thoſe of the Inſpector's, not with- 
out alterations. Ido not, my Lord Duke, mean 
to make this aſſertion the ſubject of publick ſcrutiny 
or publick enquiry ; but allow me to ſay, I can 
produce to your Grace, 3 proots, "_ 
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will convince you, Whatever my ſituation may be, 
however I may have ſuffer ed, I would not advance 
a falſehood to diſgrace my honourable and true 
defence. | e 

Never have I been of my guard, never have my 
fears been huſhed ; my ſenſes have never flum- - 
bered when the peace or the happineſs cf my proud 
heart's darling, Jad appeared to my anxious obſer- 
vation in any manner threatened, or in danger; 
a deadly blow was aimed at both on Saturday even- 
ing, the 5th of February, and by means ſo trea- 
cherous, as at once to convince me every effort 
would be uſed to try if the appearance of guilt 
could by , any art or machination, be faſtened on 
as fair'a fame as ever yet has graced the annals of 
human nature. We 

Having before had the honour of conſulting 
your Grace confidentially, on the ſubject of this 
beloved object, who, I conceived, was almoſt as 
dear to you as to my/elf, my firſt wiſh was to ſee 
you, to tell you the diſcovery I had made, to aſk 
your advice, and to be governed by it ; with theſe 
intentions, the next day, February 6th, I had the 
honour of addrefling a note to your Grice, requeſt- 
ing you would have the goodneſs to come to me. 
There was a circumſtance ſ particular that oc- 
curred from the anſwer I received, as determined 


2 
for laying them now before you are juſt, honeſt, 
and laudable ; and, I beg your patience my Lord 
Duke, whilſt I faithfully explain them. | 

My intentions are to bring all that I know of 
this dark buſineſs, before the tribunal of your 
clear and unbiaſed judgment; to unfold as much 
as is in my power, the wonderful and mon/trous 
arts and deceptions, formed, as it by magic, to 
raiſe a miſt that has enveloped all our ſenſes, and 
Ver a time obſcured the divine face of Truth; 1 
mean, by telling you all I know, to put into your 

hands the thread of that clue, which may yet lead 
us through the labyrinths of error, and conduct 
us to the unincumbered plains of certainty. I know. 
our Grace will follow this clue with avidity, 
hoever or whatever ſacrifices to honor and to 
ice you may be obliged to make in the great 
undertaking. 3 

I alſo know, and I acknowledge it with the 
higheſt ſenſe of gratitude, that you — loved the 
innocent darling of my heart, and that you would 
never have perſued her to the very gates of deſ- 
truction, if you had not been perſuaded that ſhe 
was no longer worthy of your affections; and 
by whom have you been impoſed on to believe 
her guilty ? My blood freezes with horror! | 

Search for this myſtery to the very deepe/t of 
its dark receſs ; ſpotleſs innocence has every thing. 
to hope, and nothing to fear from the ſevere/t. 
ſcrutiny of juſtice. Were the foes of my eu, 
treaſure to be multiplied as the ſand on the ſea- 
ſhore, let them be dragged out from their lurking 
places, and face her in the broad light of hohour ; 
light is the enemy of vice, and the enemy of vice 
muſt ever be the friend of virtue. She has noto, 
my Lord Duke, no protector but a very infirm, 
mother, whom the Almighty, in his infinite. 
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' mercy, has yet ſpared, and may ill ſpare, for the 


ſweet offices of maternal ſupport and maternal ten- 
derneſs; would your Grace but have the good- 
neſs to convince yourſelf how very worthy ſhe is 


of your protection, her ins would be diſgraced, 


and be reſtored to your kind heart in all her 
native truth, ſimplicity, and unforfeited rectitude, 
more bright and more conſpicuous for the fiery 
trials to which hey have been expoſed. 

[ have a letter in my poſleflion, dated the 14th 


of January, not forged or anonymous; and it was * 


the receipt of that letter directed to my daughter, 
and under cover to her maid, which brought me 


at ſo late an hour on the evening of the 14th, 


to your Grace's door at Ealing; I ſent in a note 
to tell her I was there, and ſhe came for a few 
minutes into the carriage with me; it was on the 
night preceding Geneneral Gunning's excur/con 
into Dorſeiſbire, that I had been alarmed not only 
for the peace, but for the Safety of my darling ; 
my going to Ealing at an hour ſo unreaſonable, 
was with the deſign of bringing her away with 
me, but when ſhe came into the chaiſe, though a 


little frightened at my ſudden and unexpedted ap- 


pearance, in all oer reſpects, ſhe was quite as 
compoſed, as unembarraſſed, and as chearful as when 
J had parted from her four hours before; I own 
I felt a/toniſhed, it was what I had no reaſon to 
expect; my mind, as if by /ympathy, partook of 
her calm, and not for worlds would I have diſ- 
turbed her tranquillity, by telling her the trea- 
chery that was but then beginning to ſhew itſelf, 
and which has ſince burſt in torrents, on the 70% 
artleſs of human beings. I, therefore, ſuppreſſed 
the contents of a letter that muſt have ſhocked 
her as much as it had done me, and accounted to 
her for the lateneſe of my viſit, by ſaying, that 1 


had 
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had been uneaſy leſt any accident might have hap- 
ened, the horſes and ſervaats not being returned, 
and that I could not {leep till T knew the was ſafe. 
I then aſked her if ſhe had met with any thing 
diſagreeable ſince I faw her laſt? Her anſwer was 
exactly this, The dear Duke is all goodneſs, 
you know his love for me, and I really think it 
encreaſes every time I ſee him.” This was a 
moſt ſati:/afory and certain contradiction of the 


contents of the letter 1 then had about me, and 
which, if expoſed, muſt cover the wriler of it with 


confuſion. | | 

l beg your Grace's permiſſion to make one ob- 
ſervation more, before I bring you. forward to 
Saturday, the 5th of February; I had written 
certain letters on a certain ſubject ; the writing and 


ſending of thoſe letters had been done, conſulting 


only the feelings, or, perhaps, I may more pro- 
perly ſay, the paſſions of a mother, fruly ſenſible 
of the rich gem Providence had intruſted to her 
care, a care doubly intereſting, as he who ſhould 
have ſheltered and guarded this treaſure with manly 
firmneſs, had quitted the endearing poſt that nature 
had aſſigned to him. I am thankful that your 
Grace, when the copies of thoſe letters were put 
into your hands, gave him the opportunity of 
reading them, who well knew he might not only 
have inſpected them before they were ſent out of 
his houſe, but that he might even have prevailed 
on me to have ſuppreſſed them, had he not prior 
to that period, forfeited every pretention to my 
confidence, particularly on that ſubject on which 
they were written, Yes, my Lord, I am flattered 
with this mark of your approbation, for had not 
the intention, at leaſt, of my writing them been 
approved of by your Grace, you would not have 
expoſed them to his inſpection; from that time 
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his behaviour to me was 7 contemptuous, 700 
expreſſive of abhorrence, for me to delineate. 
One inſtance only it is neceſſary I ſhould not omit ; 
ſeveral days preceding that mo/# memorahle one, 
on which he drove from her natural home his 


unoffending daughter, with diſgrace by himſelf affix- 
ed on her ſpotleſs character, he had ordered me to 


withdraw from hit houſe, and the conſequence 


of this vindictive command was, the reducing her 
in whoſe preſence it was announced, to ſuch ex- 


tremity, from fits which held her upwards of two # 
hours, that I verily believed would have put an 
end to her exiſtence. On this, as on all other 


occaſions, the tenderneſs of a mother conquered 
the reſentment of a wife; to ſave the life of all 


that was dear to me in life, I made conceſſions, that 


had they proceeded from leſs intereſting motives, 
would have been foo great a condeſcenſion for in- 


nocence to have offered as a compromiſe to guilt. I 
promiſed him al! that he demanded, when he ſaw 


the advantage he had gained over me, by the ſitu- 
ation into which he had thrown his angel child, 
I faid I would take no more ſteps for her ſecurity 
whil/t I remained under his roof. For he ſaid he 
would ſeparate us, and I have religiou/ly kept my 
word for the time mentioned by himſelf, though ex- 
torted from me by cruelty. | 
At preſent I ſhall cloſe the heart-rending ſubject, 
1 with I could fay for ever, but it muſt again be 
taken up in another part of this letter with arten- 
dant circumſtances, which I will venture to affirm 
have never yet been repreſented to your ' Grace 
in the language of truib, and for my own ſake, in 
no other will I preſent them before yau. Having 


quitted a ſubject which can have excited in your 


Grace no other ſentiment but that of horror, my 


next, if I am not a very inadequate painter, will 


produce 
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LEE; 
produce a different effect, for, when the infigni- 
ficancy of fo/ly unites itſelf to the will and 4wiſh of 
executing ſuch ſorts of miſchief, as requires aſome- 
thing like wiſdom to perform with addreſs and with 
ſucceſs, it places the auktward perpetrators in a ſi- 
tuation equal with infamy, but below contempt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bowen will forgive me it I have 
not ſaid enough, but I never flatter ; beſides the 
picture I am drawing 1s a family piece. I excuſe 


myſelf from entering on the genealogyof Mr. Bowen, 


becauſe it does not concern me to inquire into it, 
but I conceive that his birth-place will not, like 
that of Homer, ever be diſputed, 'except, indeed, 
ſuch a country could be found in the wide map 
of the world, where every thing in nature is rever- 
ſed, where the actions of men are great and good 
in proportion as they are baſe and wicked ; where 
diſhonour is called honour, and cunning aſſumes the 
name of wiſdom. In ſuch a country Mr. Bowen 
may expect to wear the /aurels of a' hero, and to 
receive the canonization of a ſaint. % 
This man of words, and this woman'of deeds, 
who about three years ago had united them- 


ſelves and evil diſpoſuions, by the ties of marriage, 


in one bundle of iniquity, I had heard nothing of 
from that time until October laſt, when their cou- 


in, General Gunning, was abe to inform me that 


they were in lodgings at Kenſington. How he ac- 
quired his knowledge I am yet to learn, as no 
correſpondence between the families had been 
kept up; he had never ſeen Mr. Bowen, and as 
he then told me, Mrs. Bowen was confined to her 
houſe by indiſpoſition, yet, he had been to viſit 
them. The part they have ſince taken in all Hir 
deſigns will leave no doubt on my mind from 
what motives they were brought fr/7 to Kenſing- 
ton, and afterivards removed to London. The 
CET | reward 


that Mrs. 
metan, therefore, like a gambler who has not hin 


6 
reward held up to theſe additional engineers, I ſup- 
poſe, at leaſt in promiſes, has not been inconſiderable, 
and for what a paltry conſideration have they laid 
hold of all ſuch honourable advantages? The Ma- 
hometans {ay women have 0 Fr and I believe 


owen is in this reſpect a perfect Maho- 


to loſe, ſhe has a ſort of licence to play what ſtake 
ſhe pleaſes. But what can I ſay for her huſband, 


pur military friend? So very equal is their merit, 


that I cannot determine which of the 7wwo is moſt 
intitled to my gratitude, for having uſed their beſt 


_ endeavours to render me not the mſt happy, but 


the mo/t miſerable of wives, of mothers, and of vo- 
men; I ſay their endeavours, for there is a good Pro- 
vidence, who like a good architect, will level in the 


.duſt every ſuperſtructure that has been erected on 


a rotten or a ſuſpected foundation. 

I may have intruded on your patience, my 
Lord Duke, and I may alſo have expreſſed myſelf 
with more warmth than propriety in general allows 
to my ſex, but when your Grace is pleaſed to con- 
ſider that this gentleman and this gentlewoman have 
condeſcended to bring themſelves forward with a 


_ groom, and perhaps other ſuborned witneſſes, for 


many more there may be of the ſame deſcription, 


and for the purpoſe of defamation ; when you con- 


ſider that THEY and their canail a/aciates are abet- 
ted and ſupported by the ambuſhed enemies of inno- 
cence and purity, who from their concealed ſituations 
puſh forward thoſe poor mercenaries, to anſwer not 
only for the execution but for the deſigning their 
WORKS OF DARKNESS. I ſay, when your Grace 
con/aders theſe truths, you will not only pardon my 


prolixity, but pity me for what I have not ſaid, 


as I am contented to conceal much more than I have 
declared, and from motives, which, if under/tood, 
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you, my Lord, would not condemn or diſap- 
prove. My temper is not ſuſceptible of ſtrong re- 
ſentment on common occaſions, the tryal I am 
now ſupporting 15 not a common one, and though 
it has not deſtroyed, it certainly has difurbed my 
tranquility ; there was but one poſſible way to et- 
fect the deſtruction of my peace, for even the death 
of my daughter would not have accompliſhed it; 
1 ſhould have felt like a mother, I ſhould have grie- 


ved like a mother, but my grief would have par- 


taken more of pleaſure than of pain; under this 


natural affliction, I ſhould every moment, after 
I had loſt her ſweet ſociety, have looked forward 
with perfect reſignation to the will of my God, 
for the joyful ſummons, when. in his goodneſs he 
would again reunite me to her, and to another 
£ho has gone before her. Thouſands have been re- 
called in the morning of their exiſtence, from few 
more prepared for /uch a change : ſhort in number 
as her days have been, they are not unmarked 
with religious, moral, and ſocial duties. I had 
nothing to tear for the fairneſs of her accounts, 
Whenever ſhe ſhould be called upon to render 
them up to her Maker, and may that Omnipotent 
Power, whoſe mercies are infinite, but whoſe juſtice 
is awful, condemn or acquit her and me of all 
our faults at the laſt day, by the guilt or by the 
innocence of our hearts and of our actions, regard- 
ing what have been laid to our charg2 by the 
ENEMIES Of VIRTUE and of HonouR. I have ſaid 
there was but one pgſſible way by which my peace 
could have been deſtroyed. Your Grace, from the 
goodneſs of your own heart, would not fail to 
underſtand my meaning, though I was not to ex- 
plain it, by avowing that had a ſingle ſpeck of that 
maſs of accuſations brought againſt my beloved 
child, really proceeded from her own conduct. 


then 
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then and then only ſhould I have felt and have con- 
feſſed myſelf the moſt dferaced, and moſt wretch- 


ed of human beings. Whereas, the arts that have 
been uſed to bring this fate upon me, I mean, to 
deceive me into a belief that it was come upon me, 
has had an effect quite different from what was in- 
tended ; and I have more tranſport in the trials her 
innocenee has ſo gloriouſly ſuſtained, and more 
pride in the honourable title of her mother, than 
any other cauſe for joy could have brought me; nor 
could my ambition have received ſo efatic a gra- 
_ tification, if by a miracle I had been raiſed to a 
firſt rank in the peerage, as 1 now feel, whilſt I 
have the honour to aſſure your Grace I am a Hay- 
PY MOTHER. 

I muſt now condeſcend to ſpeak once more of 
Bowen and his wife, though there is no place aſſign- 
ed them in the book of precedence, yet I cannot be 
very wrong in beſtowing one mark of reſpe& on 
fuch conſequential characters; I ſhall, therefore, 
through courteſy, bring them forward before Gene- 
ral Gunning's ROOM, who is connected with 
themſelves in a buſineſs, not that of cleaning 
horſes, it would be fortunate for hen if it was 
not of a_ more dirty nature. | | 

To the beſt of my recollection, this Bowen and 
his «cife had been removed from their lodgings 
at Kenſington, to a lodging in Queen-ſtreet, May- 
fair, fince the beginning of January. While they 
were at Kenſington I went ſeveral times to enquire 
after the health of this moſt treacherous woman; 
ſhe was, or .pretended to be, exceedingly ill, and 
I being really ill, aw her but once at that houſe, 
not being able to get out of my carriage, and twice 
ſhe dined with us in St. James's-Place. 
Captain Bowen I had never ſeen but once, and 
that before his marriage had taken place with 
| "= 
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Miſs Lyſter, which was in conſequenee of the ſol- 


Ucitations of General Gunning and the /ady's pa- 
rents, to try if I could prevail on them to give up 


the thoughts of an union, unpleaſant to her father 


and mother; without accompliſhing heir withes, 
I have reaſon to believe I created for myſelf bitter 
and revengeful enemies. Yet I had hen no caule 
to ſuppoſe they did not take, as ſure it ought to 
have been taken, my opinion merely, and delivered 
with as much tenderneſs as if addreſſed to my own 
darling child. They ſeemed convinced by it; but 
an elopement, or rather a private marriage, that 
took place a few weeks aiterwards, convinced me, 
if they had gratitude, they wanted wiſdom. ' When 
Ifaw Mrs Bowen, three years after at Kenſington, 


ſhe appeared terrified at having incurred my anger, 


by a breach of the promiſe ſhe had made her pa- 
rents through me. When I met her firſt at Bath, 
for it was there ſhe picked up her /pecious huſband, 
I aflured her, and with that ſincerity from 4vbich 
I never depart, that however in offending againſt 
her fir/t duties, ſhe may have given pain or diſ- 
pleaſure to me, ſhe muſt take my vilit to her as 
the proof uf a pertect reconciliation on my part; 
ihe kiſſed my hands, and her profeſſions of affec- 
tion and gratitude were boundleſs. 

Many viſits Mr. Bowen made General Gunnin 
in his own apartment, after my interview with his 
wife, and ſometimes he came in the room where 
I fat, to aſk me how I did? On thoſe occaſions 


he had the art to impoſe ſo completely on my daß: 
uld 


ment, that I have often told them both, 1 ſho 
never have forgiven myſelf had the oſſice that was 


forced upon me ſucceeded, and | d been the 


means of preventing her from being the wife of 
ſo good 2 man and fo amiable a huſband. I even 
preſſed her, as ſhe had a /mall eſtate in her power 

not 
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F 
not to omit for a day, to make a will in favour 
of a man, who had, by his deep hypocriſy, gained 
in a very ſhort time ſo much upon my good opi- 
nion. And I propoſed to them, that I would 
with their permiſſion, write to her father, and 
endeavour to bring about a reconciliation between 
him and them; but before I could put my friend- 
ly defign into execution the maſk was thrown 
aſide, and the ſemblance of every virtue that had 
attracted my partiality, gave place to an oppoſite 
vice. Lhe tranſition was ſo ſudden and unexpected, 
that I was not prepared . to meet or oppoſe the 
plans that for many months, and /ong before theſe 
new agents could have been employed, had with all 
the ingenuity of wickedneſs, been ſecretly carrying 
on to blaſt my fondeſt hopes, and to bury them 
beneath the ruins of materna/ pride and maternal 
happineſs. Jou, my Lord, though 9 friendly, 
and mo/t innocently, was the occaſion of my being 
at the time I ſpeak of thrown f my guard, an 
lulled into a ſecurity, that might have been more 
fatal than God has permitted it ſhould be. Tes“ 
my Lord, it was your avowed: protection of my 
heart's treaſure, when I too well knew ſhe would 
find no protector in her father; it was your expreſ- 
ons of paternal love for Her, in the notes we had 
the honour of receiving from your Grace, that 
made me ſuppoſe her placed beyond the reach of 
thoſe poiſoned darts that I knew were. concealed 
in the boſoms of many, and ſome of whom ſhe called 
ber friends ; and I knew too, that they only waited 

for a moment favourable to aſſaſſination, before the 
diſcharged them on their artleſs victim. * 

Oh, my Lord! Why have you deſerted the 
truſt I had repoſed in you? You have been deceiv- 
ed, but ſbould you have ſuffered yourſelf 1 be 
deceived? You, who have known her heart for 
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ſo many years, even from her earlieſt infancy, to 
vou! appeal, have you ever perceived any thing 


like wickedneſs or fraud, in the conſtitution ꝙ her 
mind? How humiliating the queſtion! An honeſt 
flave would think it derogatory to his honour, 


and would bluſh to aſk it! yer it is the mother of 


a perſecuted child, who is the pride, the boat, 
and che ' ſupport of her life, that does propoſe this 
queſtion, and propoſes it with ronfidence, that your 
Grace will in juſtice acknowledge, that until that 
fatal morning, the ninth of this month, ever to 
be commemorated, for the unnatural crimes that 
have marked its progreſs, ſhe never gave you cauſe 
to accuſe her even of thoſe little foibles, to which 
young people are ſometimes ſubject; and nee, 
not only the blacke/?, but the meane/2 of all charges 
has been brought againſt her. 

There is a gradation in wickedneſs, my Lord : 
can a young creature, juſt turned of twenty-one, 
who has been the g/ory of her family, beloved by 
her friends, revered by her acquaintance, adored 
by the children of poverty, and the ſtucet ſoother 
of diſtreſs, wherever or whenever it made its claim 
upon her gentle heart, in palaces or in cottages, in 
robes or in rags, ſtill as it was in di/treſe, the whole 
large ſtock of her /ymphathetic kindneſs was ever 
open to its demands : | 

Can a young creature who deſerves this charac- 
ter, and that ſhe does deſerve it, there are many 
animated witneſles beſides her „ent actions, which 
have been uniformly good and virtuous, from the 
earlieſt dawn of reaſon to the preſent hour of her 
affliction: - Can ſuch a being as this, be /uppoſed 
in a few ſhort months to forfeit all pretenſions even 
to common honeſty, and I may add, to common 
ſenſe ? If ſhe had been the very wretch ſhe is re- 
preſented to be, her underſtanding would have 

: e prevented 


. 
prevented her from making choice of a fool, for. 
the confidant of her forgeries, and wilrat end were 
theſe forgeries to anſwer ? I cannot comprehend 
K ö 6 | 
You are deceived, my Lord, indeed you are 
deceived, For your own ſake, for the ſake of my 
injured darling, who ſtill honours, ſtill loves you, 


and fighs to be again acknowledged by you, to 


be reſtored to your unbiaſſed affection, for all our 


fakes, get at the bottom of this horrid myſtery, for 
till you have the goodneſs by taking /ume pains 
and /ome trouble, to convince yourſelf of her perfect 
innocence, though every 7ongue beſides your own 
ſhould proclaim it, ſhe bids me aſſure your Grace, 
ſhe ſhall not think herſelf /yficiently exculpated 


from her imputed guilt, to appear before you. 


Had the author of her diſgrace, and your decep- © 


tion, been of any other deſcription than what, 


to the ſhame of human nature he is, and you could 


for a moment have believed her guilty on any 


2 authority, than that which u have faggered 


aith itſelf, in ſuch a caſe, ſhe muſt have ranked 
you amongſt her enemies, who, in whatever ſitua- 
tion ſhe is placed, either reduced below, or re- 
ſtored to, her former afflucnce, will never be per- 
mitted to approach her. The words not permitted 
to approach her, 1 am perſuaded will be exeeption- 
able to ſome of my own ſex, who partly compoſe 
the circle of very high faſhion, but I beg it may be 
underſtood by them as my apology for uſing it on 
this occaſion. 5 
Honour, although with dignifed humility, de- 
lights in performing for her ſervants the leaſt of 
thoſe offices belonging to her own department ; 
yet is Honour alſo jealous, ſubject to anger, of 
extreme haughtineſs , and, when offended or inſulted, 


22 


will diſpute her title to homage with /adies of the 


„ 


firſt rank, and very firſt pretenſiont; I mean only 
ſuch who, depending on their own ſtrength, have 
invidiouſly or cpenly declared themſelves her ene- 
mies, and the enemies of Truth. This 1s a little 
ſketch only, of my miſireſs's diſpoſition ; to call 
Honour my miſtreſs has been, and ever will be, 
my boaſt and my glory. I have ſerved her truely 
and faithfully, 1 know all her laws and follow them; 
there is nothing ſo dear to me as he is, I would ra- 
ther ſacrifice my child than injure Honour. But 
God be praiſed! I have never been brought to 
that /evere trial! The duties of a mother, and the 
duties I perform in the ſervice of Honour, are the 
ſtronger for being united. | 
The pride of Honour does not reſemble female 
pride, it is quite a different ſort of ſentiment ; - 
nor is her anger /ike the anger of fine ladies, tinc- 
tured with revenge. If the face of Honour has 
been concealed from her friends by the malice of her 
foes, and it happens that one of the deare/t of her 
friends. deceived by appearance, ſhould believe 
this vi/on to be Guilt, diſguiſed in the habits of 
Honour, and under ſuch a deception, he ſhould 
have aimed a blow at the vifalt f Honour, ſhe ES, | 
would have immediately unveiled her face; ſhe 
would have faid, what in the name of my daughter, 
I have now the bonour to ſay to your Grace, It was 
not . you aſſaſſinated, it was Guilt you meant to 
puniſh.” ; ; 70 N "a 
From the beginning of the preſent month ſo 
many events have taken place, that I muſt apply 
to my own memorandums, which I regularly and 
daily made, to lay before your Grace ſuch facts 
as occured to my ever watchful obſervation. My 
| ſuſpicions of General Gunning's intentions to im. 
: pede the happineſs of his daughter, were from the 
date on which I ſhall take up the affair. No lon- 
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16 J h 
ger ſuſpicious, his conduct has explained them into 
certainties, but to what extent he meant to carry 
his devices, Thad not the moſt diſtant idea. How, 
could it poſſibly enter into the imagination of 


one parent, that another would have gone the 


deſperate lengths that other has ſince gone? A ſur- 


miſe. of the kind would have been criminal, it 


would have been an offence againſt nature! and 


could not have proceeded from any heart but that 


impenetrable one, whoſe owner has perſiſted in his 
cruel machinations with effrontery, for which huma« 
nity has no precedent / — I turn with horror from 
the ſubject!!! 


MEMORAN DU M I. 


Feb. 2. Between eleven and twelve this 
morning, General Gunning has ſent off his 
groom with a letter, to the of — g 
which letter he has written in his dreſſing- room, 
but has not ſhewn the contents to any of his 


family. 


On this fr memorandum, my Lord, 1 ſhall 
take the liberty to ob/erve, that I have omitted, 
and from motives that none of the parties concerned 
vill diſapprove, to mention the name of the re- 


ſpectable perſonage to whom the letter was ſent, 
or into what county, your Grace being already 


acquainted with the particulars I have ſuppreſſed. 
My next obſervation on the above memorandum 

is, that the groom who was ſent with the letter 15 

not looked upon as a family ſervant; he eats and 


' | fleeps in the houſe, but Jives by day with his hor- 
ſes at the livery-ſlable,” ſometimes attending his maj- 


ter in his rides, and ſometimes any lady who happens 
to be under General Gunning's protection. I have 
not ſeen this man more than three times ſince his 
maſter brought him back from Ireland in of 

5 | Jait, 
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laſt, where he had attended him with other ſer- 
vants; and have never ſpoke to him but to aſk 
him about his wife and children, who being left 
in a diſtant part of the country, compathon had 
inſtigated me to keep from ſtarving, I have too 
much pride to ſay any thing of my daughter's know- 
ledge of this wretch. eg 


MEmMoRANDUM II. 


Feb, z. Nine o'clock at night. * General Gun- 
| ning's groom 1s juft now returned from —, 

he brought back a letter for his maſter; I ſent for 
it; examined the direction and the /eal. Captain 
and Mrs. Bowen, my daughter, and ſiſter were 
preſent. I told them ſome tricks had certainly 
been played with the letter, and pointed out to 
their obſervation, that the coronet was reverſed in 
the ſealing it, and that inſtead of St. James's, it 
was written on the direction St. James's Place. 
I then gave it to the ſervant to lay it on his maſ- 
ter's table, for General Gunning was not at home. 
Ihe ſeal and the ſuperſcription i floated on 


— 


my ideas, I ſent ſor the letter a ſecond time, re- 


examined it, and then returned it to his drefling- 
room by the ſame ſervant ; the whole time, b 
firſt and lat, that this letter was detained by ut, 
did not amount to fve minutes, nor did the ſer- 
vant, who brought it to and carried it from the 
drawing-room, quit the room till I ſent it down 
by him to be laid on his maſter's table.“ | 
With your Grace's permiſſion, I ſhall as I pro- 
ceed, continue to make my obſervations on what 
has gone before, article by article. I am not 
writing for fame, I write for more than life or 
fame : my pen and my heart are employed in the 
vindication of injured, of oppreſſed innocence ; that 
Innocent, my own, my * my beloved child. OG : 


18 1 
dreſs myſelf to the ſenſes, and to all the amiable 


paſſions that diſtinguiſh the human from the brute 


creation; I write to convinee, and not to gain ap- 


plauſe. | 


© The letter which- General Gunning's groom 


brought from — ——, has been faid, and ſaid 


too by her father, to have been one dictated and 


written by my daughter, for the purpoſe of impoſition. 
This accuſation amounts to the direct charge of 
forgery, deceit, and a ſpecies of vanity, that, [ 
/hould ſuppoſe, could never have entered a * 


breaſt, where the door of folly ar well as of vice, 


had not food open to receive it. . 
Laying aſide for the preſent, that ſolemn atteſfa- 


tion my angel has condeſcended in more than a 
common form to make, of her intire innocence 
of this diabolica! charge, let us, my Lord, conſi- 


der it over coolly and diſpaſſionately, chat thoſe, if any 


uch there are, who will not be convinced by a 
proof, of which religion cannot produce a ftronger 


teſt, may be perſuaded they have been in an error 
by the infallible evidence of their own judgment. 


1 copy of the affidavit, ſworn before one of his 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, ſhall be affixed to 


this letter; and for this reaſon, that by your 
Grace's filence on the occaſion; it is impgſſible to 
ſuppoſe, though ſent to Argyll-houſe, the day on 


Which it was executed, that it has ever been per- 


- 


mitted to reach your hands. | | 
Allow me, my lord, to return again to the ſub- 


| | ject of my enquiries, and I ſhall begin with aſking 


your Grace, if on your conſcience you think, that 
ſuppoſing my daughter, or I, or both rogether, 
had framed, forged, and ſent this letter, which 
was on the groom's return to be delivered by 
him, as coming from the —— of ————, that 
| 4 r 
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| wh 
| ſhould have ordered it to be brought up to me; 
and before company; that I ſhould be the jr} to 
diſcover there had been a fraud committed; or 
that in pointing it out to my daughter's ob/erva- 
tion, which I did, that /he ſhould have coincided 
with me in opinion; for if ſhe had been guilty and 
[ innocent, or ſuppoſe us both culpable, wickedneſs 
and folly do not always go hand in hand; ſurely 
had 'we been the authors of the fraud, we were 
not neceſſitated to impeach ourſelves, we need not 
have commanded back the letter, after having once 
diſmiſſed it, and a ſecond time have examined 


the /eal and the diredions with all the ſcrutiny of 


4 too wel! authorized ſuſpicion. Should we have 

done this, my Lotd ? Should we have put this 
- Wdiſpured letter into the hands. of Bowen and' his 
; Ewife, to help us in detecting the fraud if it mu. 
have fallen on our own heads? I did give it to 
thoſe wretches for their opinion; was there any 
thing like guilt in all this? Common ſenſe ſays 
no. But common ſenſe, nor common hoxeſty has had 
any thing to do in the tohole tranſaction of an af- 
far, marked only by folly and by infamy. 
Perhaps it may not be improper before I proceed 
further on this article, to explain my reaſons why 
| ſent for the letter to be brought up to me, when 
the groom returned from — or any other 
place, for his employers and | himſelf are the only 
people who can really tell where He had been ſent. 
Thy I ordered this letter, and why I inſpected 
Wie /ea! and the directions with the ſcrutinizing 

yes of ſuſpicion, would, were I to ſpeak to every - 
eaſon, and to every proof that I can produce, be 
df themſelves ſafficient to fill a volume, every page 
f which would be more myſterious, and more 
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vonderful than another. I ſhall, therefore. con- ; i 
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tent myſelf with averring to your Grace, that no 
letter, ſince laſt May, has come to me either by 
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nothing for the ſupport or purpoſes of vice. 
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the pot or by a /tage-coach, for I have tryed th 
conveyance of both, but what has been cut acrof 
the ſeal, with a hot knife, before I got them, 
This very day being the 22d of February, I have 
received a parcell from Hampſhire, in which wa 


incliſed a letter, it came by the coach, and the {ea 12 
cut acroſs as uſual. _ ER Fd _ 
It may alſo be neceſſary before I entirely dif pe 
miſs the ſubject of my obſervations on Memoran ok 
dum the firſt, that I ſhould make ſome addition 25 
to thoſe I have already ſtated. I ſuppoſe yo Wh 
Grace has heard my darling accuſed of bribing ba . 
father's groom, as well as of her employing him i ro 
the conveyance of her forgeries. Had ſhe forge thy 
the letter from the —— of ——--—, Had ſh w_ 
revented the groom from going to , of 
The ſeduced him from the obedience due to his maly,; 
ter, no doubt a deſcent from the ſummit of honour of 
Which had /o many years been her reſidence, mul 85 
have been attended with ſome difficulties, a 5; 
in ſuch an incumbered path, and to ſo young hie 
traveller, who had never before explored not 
_ beaten but intricate mazes of deception, ii ſeals 
would have found no means of purſuing ba. 1 
journey without the aid of that condudlnl cr 
Wuhoſe aſſiſtance on ſuch occaſions cannot be dil”, 
penſed with. Where a groom is made ſzfiz! to ii not: 
trigues of policy, this bagate/le may be admittedſſ that 
That without a bribe there can be no corrupting muſt 
and without money there can be no bribe. III qo 
_ the never has been poſſeſſed of money ſufficient ft our 
uch undertakings, is not in her disfavour ; . by u 


has ever had ſomething for the aid of goodneſs, bi 
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Again, my Lord, permit me to aſk your Grace 
another queſtion, by what magic ſhe got poſſeſſion 
of a ſea, with the coronet and arme of that tamily 
on whom it-is a/ledged ſhe has committed this de- 
15 picable fraud; how came ſhe by the coronet and 


cypher of another honourable branch of that mo/# 
honourable houſe ? From any part of eitber family 
ſhe could not not even have procured the impreſ- 
fions of thoſe ſeals, becauſe, ſhe does not know 
any but the principals of the family. But admir a 
poſſibility ot her having by ſome means or other, 
not to be accounted for, got the impreſſions of them, - 
for I have not yet heard that my angel has been ac- 
cuſed of abſolutely. /ealing the ſeals themſelves : 
What a theme is his for a mother's pen! Yet it 
does not Yumbla me, on the contrary, I never till 


quence; and though always proud of my treaſure, 
never have I been half fo proud as during the time 
of her unmerited and unheard of trials; it is to 
them 1 owe the diſcovery of a thouſand of zhoſe 
perfections of the ſoul, that adverſity, and ad- 
ver/ity only can call into action. N h 

No, my Lord !- amongſt all the meanneſſes of 
which ſhe has been /ppoſed the author, they do 
not ſay that ſhe had poſſeſſed herſelf of the real 
ſeals belonging to the houſe of — But, 
as I have ſaid before, admit there was a poſſibility 
of her procuring the impreſſions. of thoſe ſeals, 
where would have been her advantage ? She was 
not an engraver, that ſhe could cut them her/elf; 


ww, have known the extent of my own conſe- _ 


chat if any ſuch have been cut for the occaſion; it 


muſt have been by an engraver, and in that caſe 
I ſhould imagine it not a very difficult matter for 
your Grace to trace out who did cut them, and 
by whoſe orders they were cut. The deeper yo 
13 7 1 ave 
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have the goodneſs to dive in this ocean of myſteries, 

the greater probability there is that ar /af you will 
drag up from the bottom of it, the real workers 
of this iniquitous buſineſs ; conviction muſt follow 
Four reſearches; the weight that cannot fail to 
i oppreſs your mind will be removed, you will 
rejoice in her innocence, though you ſhould feel 


þ à pang that it has been ſo long and ſo cruelly tor. 
M tured. „ ek 
N 0 In the courſe of this letter, my Lord, I have 
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often given the clue into your Grace's hand. Ton 
well know what my ſentiments have long been, 
and I ſincerely wiſh to avoid every publick expla- 
nation that does not immediately tend to effeftually 
remove not only the imputation of crimes, but the 
ſmalleft blemiſh , that has been wantonly aſcribed 

to a character immutable as truth, and immaculate 

as infancy ; not a ſpeck ſhall be ſuffered to remain, 

I will facrifice nothing to hate or to e, but 
every thing to aſſaſſinated honour and perſecuted 
goodneſs; had I nearer ties than nature, or the 
Es /aws have initituted, I would break through them 
4 on an occaſion like 2h. She, who would joy: 
fully lay down her life in the cauſe ſhe has under. 
taken, can ſhe be an unintergſted, a meer looker-on, 

and ſee the dearęſt of all her ſoul holds dear made 

à victim to the arts and fratagems of an infidious 
— add, my Lord the name that muſt fill 

up this horrid blank—for you know it. | 


brought by General Gunning's groom, as it was 
{um Suppoſed from B——m, his maſter did not return 
3 from his evening amuſements *till about one 


o'clock ; does it not ſtrike Tour Grace as at leaſt 
; at at ſuch a time as 

this, on which I may almoſt ſay the happineſs 

„5 | Z 3 eq 


a remarkable circumſtance, 
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of his only child in a manner was depending, (for- 
if he had written the letter which he ſays he did 
write to the D—of how much of his, of 
her 's, and of my happineſs, muſt inevitably have 
hung on the anſwer he ſhould have the honour 
to receive from his G ?). and when he knew 
this anſwer was to be received that very evenin 
I aſk, if it was not rather range that he ſhou d 
chooſe to ſüp from home, that he ſhould be as 
indifferent to the return of his meſſenger as if he 
was in 70 manner concerned about the buſineſs 
on which he had ſent him to B-—m, and though 
he ſaid in his family that he expected his groom 
back at eight o'clock, that he ſhould afterwards 
ſtay out himſelf till one, and not leave orders to 
have this important letter ſent to him, either in 
Harley-ftreet or Soho-ſquare, for to one or other 
of. thoſe places all his evenings were dedicated; 
nor did he once ſend. his ſervant. to St. James's- 
Place to enquire if the groom was come back, 
which ſeems te argue a fort of apathy be is not at 
all liable to on other occaſions ;. neither is he de- 
ficient in curigity; and had the contents of the 
expected letter been entirely new to him, I am 
perſuaded it would not have remained on his dreſ- 
ſing table from nine till one o'clock, like an old 
book, the ſubject of which he was perfect maſter 
of; or more properly I might have ſaid like a book - 
of which he knew himſelf to be the author, or at 
laaſt one of the authors. : 
Ps My bed room was next the ſtreet, the knock- 
ne ing at the door when he came home awakened 
% LE I heard him get out of the carriage, and it 
I. drove oft; in another minute the hall-door was 
es opened with great caution, it arreſted my atten- 
of tion, and immediately after a coach drove into 


the g 


hs 


2 SPP MOD e Ea Boa I 


. r 
the place; I heard the ſtep let down, and it drove 
back again moſt furiouſly ; there was nobody up 

in the Fouls at this time but his own man, whom 
de charged not to ſay he was gone out, if any en- 
quiries ſhould be made. I found afterwards that 
be went to Argyll-houſe with the diſputed—or 
for brevity ſake you muſt allow me to call it his; 
or their's, or any body's letter, and that he left it 
with your Grace; that he «vas in your apartment 
on that night, I do not mean as information, but, 
perhaps, my lord, you do not a know that it 
was not for your Grace that he fit enquired ; no! 
it was for #20 others in your family, but all were 
gone to bed, and hen he was thown to your 
Grace's room. PS | 3 
The ſervant waited his maſters return in the 
porter's hall, the door was opened without knock- 
ing, and he went up to his chamber / ſoftly as 
not to be heard by any body but myſelf. The 
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4 groom flept in a garret immediately over my 
wy - room, and after General Gunning was in bed, 
= 1 heard his man go up to the groom and their 
voices too I could hear very diſtinctly. The mel. 
4 . Tage, as Jam informed, that he carried to this 
1 _ *oretch from his maſter was to charge him not to 
14 ay and thing about B—— or his journey to that 
16 * . place, abt ke had ſeen him, and 'orders that he 
i mmhould come next morning to his bed- ſide by 
w_— | ſeven o'dock. | We 
.- The command to his groom of being ſilent on 
14 the ſubject of his journey to B——m, came tv 
wy late, for I found by my own ſervant, whilſt ſhe 
0 Was waiting in my room the night of the groom's 
$6 return from B——m, that he had been entertain- 
14 ing his companions below ſtairs with a lang, but, 

| certainly, not a true account of his hole expe- 
4 * , 
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wiſhes, on a point where both ſhould be equall 
intereſted, why does he throw out ſo many dark 
hints, and never ſpeak to me with confidence or 
kindneſs, why not ſhew the —- f — 
letter to me, if every thing is really coming to a 
criſis there is yet a darkneſs in his conduct 
that I do not comprehend. Another circumſtance 
gives me ſuſpicion ;—he has been this day exa- _ 
mining the ſervant who brought the letter up ſtairs, . 
the ſeal, - 
and at the direction, and how long we kept it ag 
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Feb. 4. General Gunning was in my daugh- 


ter's room this morning before ſhe was up, and 


informed her he had received a charming letter 
from the D-0f—— , which he had left with 
the duke of Argyll, and alſo told her he had been 
laſt night at Argyll-houſe for that purpoſe, .and 
would take her with him there, that ſhe might 


ſee it as ſoon as ſhe was dreſſed; ſhe has been at 


Argyll-houſe for that purpoſe, and this moſt _ 
charming letter has been ſhewn to her, and my 
heart partakes in her zer, though I have not ſeen 

as repeated them to me as, 


the cont nts but ſhe 
nearly as ſhe can remember them ; I am as much 
tranſported with her happineſs, as if I had and 
(as her mother) I ought to have been, conſulted 
on evey ſtep that has been taken; . but ſhould 


General Gunning really mean to act now fairly 


by my heart's treaſure, if he no longer works 


under ground to impede her felicity, I will for- 


give all his paſt reſerves, although under the ſe- 


verity of their preſſure I haye been ſuffering the 
Pains of torture for ſo many months.—— If he is 


not conſcious that his wiſhes are oppoſed to my 


very cloſely, whether we looked much at 


"i 


E 


fir and ſecond time that we ſent for it. —Surely 


he knows me too well, not to know that I ſhould 


on no occaſion condeſcend to open any letter 
that was not directed to myſelt—what then can 
he mean by being ſo inquiſitive !—'tis very odd 
do not like it have been ſo long in a ſcene 
of myſteries,” of which he is the artificer, that I 
NEVEr expect to get out of them as long as I 
V Has | 
© _-Theſe, my Lord Duke, are the whole contents 
of my third memorandum ; you know at that time, 
and long before, what had been my fears, my /uf- 
ferings, and my ſorrows, and with what watchful 
caution I obſerved and followed the intricate and 
retrogade motions that threatened the blow, when 
it only ſhewed itſelf at a diſtance ; I appeal only to 
truths, and to your Grace, in this my juſt, 
upright, and honeſt vindication ; it is only 


the conſideration of its being t, upright, and 


Hhoneſt, that ſupports and enables me to enter upon, 
and ſhall carry me through an undertaking, which, 


for di/tre//ang 1 and diftreſſing ſituations, 


as A wife and a mother I hope has never fallen to the 
lot of any woman until it became my own. I can 


have no choice how I am to act when I aſk myſelf 
this queſtion ; ſhall I protect goodneſs, or ſhall 


] leave it to the defrudtion of evil? Promiſes and 
- threats have not been omitted to turn me from 
my determined purpoſes ; what theſe promiſes and 
_ threats are compoſed of ſhall appear before [ finiſh 


the painful taſs neceflity has impoſed on me, as 


an indiſpenſible duty, 


i 


Il do not think it neceſſary, my Lord, to annex 
my animadverſions on the contents of my third 
memorandum, , becauſe the only . obſervations I 


could now make, were made by me at the time the 


circumſtances occurred; I beg your Grace to 
- KIN nt et 5 honour 
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honour the peruſal of them with a moment of ſerious 


conſideration, recolle& alſo the fituation of my 
mind, for you know what it was when I ſaw the 


ſtorm only at a diſtance, and long before it burſted 
like forked lightening op our defenceleſs heads. 
Ion know, my Lord, how heavily 1 have been 


oppreſſed by the horrors of ſuſpence and appre- 


henſions, and that my apprehenfions were not the 
rowth of a day, a week, or a month. I had long 
ooked into that mind, which has ſince taught its 


fleflor to realize what before was ſuſpicion, into 
a dark, a dreadful certainty. I repeat it, my Lord 
Duke, that you know how great was my caution, 
how indefatigable wy reſearches; for to your 


Grace, at different times, I have revealed in 
writing every thought of my heart. Tour extreme 


fondneſs for my amiable child, and the tender 


intereſt you was taking in whatever concerned the 
eſtabliſhment of her happineſs, invited me to the 


freedom of repoſing in your Grace my moſt uni. 


mited confidence 35. An honour you permitted m e, 


and did not ſeem diſpleaſed at my uſing this your 
indulgence on all critical occaſions. I am at laſt 


arrived to memorandum the fourth. 6 
On the evening of which day, the plots of my 


daughter's enemies and my own had opened, 
on my underſtanding, ſo largely, and oppreſſed 


my heart ſo heavily, that, . when I threw my 


thoughts as uſual on paper, it was only in theſe 


MZNMORAN DUN IV. 


Feb. 5. This day has opened a ſcene cf pre- 


meditated villainy, the agents of which are Bowen 


and his wife; and ſuch a converſation has paſſed 
between that Woman and myſelf, as I ſhall not 
| ETD notice 


— 
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Agnified to me the day they ſh 
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notice bere, being impreſſed upon my memory, 
and never to be eraſed from thence,” | 
Before I have the honour of bringing forward 
circumſtantially as I mean to do, the events of 
Saturday the 5th of February, I ſhall, with your 
Grace's permiſſion, explain to you on what fort 
of footing thoſe Beens were received into my 
family, and how artfully they maintained their 
poſts until it was convenient for their deſtructive 
meaſures to throw off their diſguiſe, = to dif. 
cloſe themſelves in their real . onſtrous forms. 
- ] would have uſed inſtead of real the term natural, 
but nature would have bluthed had I profaned 
ber, name, by beſtowing it on ſuch PROP, or 
annexing it to ſuch unnatural purpoſes!!! _ 
Removing them/elves, or what is ſtill more like- 
ly, being removed by others from Kenſing ngton to Lon- 
don, the better to accompliſh the __ of wicked- 
nels they have ſubmitted to be is: 1 09 upon, they 
d come to town; 
orget what day it was, and only remember, 
- 3 1 was early in the month of January, and 
that they called in St James's-Place immediately 
on their arrival. — From that time, until they 
ſprung the Mine of all their miſchiefs, I behaved 


"- to them with every poſſible kindneſs, whilſt Gene- 


Wo Gunning appeared to treat them with that ack- 
 nowledei ging ſort of negligence, that can hardly be 
8 Freer into the term civility, but will eaſily admit 

of andther word, and one that forever muſt belong 


to the mhle committee of perjured aſſocigtes, I mean 


contempt. This Zudied conduct produced all its 


ech. I redoubled my attentions, and thrown 
9 off my guard, I fuffered myſelf to be deceived by 
their artful contrivance, and really in my own 


e bjamed General TURE for that 0 


5 e 
of kindneſs to his relations, which I endeavoured 


to atone for by the friendſhip with which I al- 
e 


ways received them. How artfully was condu&- 
ed the Tragedy they were engaged in, and how 
well ſupported were all their parts! Bowen's wife 
once gave General Gunning a very ſpirited, and I 
tho ht a very proper rebuke for his having called 


Cas ſbe choſe to ſay) at their door, without enquire- 
8 


ing if they were at home. Before this I thought 


her a tame fooliſh woman, but I now changed my 


F ; in ſhort, for ſome weeks I was the dupe 
0 


them all, nor do I charge myſelf with want of | | 
penetration that I was deceived, for in all the my-, 


fterious and ingenious devices of which they have been 
the contrivers, this is the only one that appears to 


me to have been carried on with even common 
underſtanding, though of uncommon cunning and 


uncommon villainy there has been no'deficiency. 


Mrs. Bowen is remarkable for one accompliſh - 


ment, I mean her maſterly performance on the 


harpſichord ; and my daughter, about a fortnight 


e ſhe was driven from St. James's Place, hav- 


ing engaged Signior Quilici to inſtruct her in fing- | 
ing, embraced with pleaſure this woman's offer to 
accompany her, and give her leſſons in the abſence 


of her maſter ; nobody was more capable of im- 
roving a learner in that ſcience than If; her 


- fingers command the ſweeteſt ſounds of harmony, 
but it proceeds from her fingers only, it has nothing 
to do with that fort of mufick fo hate tr diſtin- 


guiſhed by Shakſpeare. it is quite of another de- 
ſcription; the ſou has no connection with the pow- 
ers /he poſſeſſes. Dy 1 

When I wiſhed Mr. and Mrs. Bowen to dine 


With us, we either called at the door of her lodg- 
| Ings to take her up, or elſe ſent the carriage to 


fetch 


41 


fetch her, and after ſupper ſhe generally weñt 
home in my daughter's chair. I ſhall not dwell 
longer on this ſubject, it is quite enough that my 


daughter's atteſtation, ſubjoined to this letter, 


will ſufficiently elucidate to every man and every 
woman, who weuld not themſelves be guilty of 


perjury, what was the nature of her acquaintance 


with this diſgraceful character, for a diſgrace ſhe 


35 to her /ex, to religion, and to humanity. Iſhall now 
have the gratification of preſenting to your Grace 
theſe e ala Machiavelians in the plain un- 
imbellifhed livery of truth. . 
Saturday, Feb. 5. My Siſter, my Darling, and 


myſelf, returning about three o'clock from the 


Park, called at Mrs. Bowen's Houſe, and ſent up 
a meſſage to aſk if they would dine with us; the 


_  4vife came down and placed herſelf in the carriage, 


making an apology for her Huſband. who ſhe ſaid 


was gone into the country, or would have been 
very 


ppy to have accepted my invitation.— The 
time before dinner was as uſual paſſed at the 


Piano Forte; the muſical gi playing, and the 
innocent victim ſinging, or, rather I ſhould have 
ſaid, attempting to fing. | 


General Gunning dined at home that day ; I 
did not go down to dinner, nor had I done ſo 
for ſeveral days before, being exceedingly ill and 


languid: the ladies came up to me about ſeven 


o'clock, leaving General Gunning below, and the 
carriage waiting to carry him out; we had not 


been together more than ten minutes, when Mr. 
Bowen joined us in the drawing room: I told 


him 1 was ſorry we had not the pleaſure of his 
company at dinner; his reply was, that he had 


been in the city; and I ſaid without any mean- 


ing, Mrs. Bowen informed me you was gone into 
[ „ | | the 
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the country ; he ſmiled, and replied, he had been 
ſo far into the city that it may be almoſt called the 
country: ſoon after a meſſage was brought up 
to Mr. Bowen from General Gunning, with his 
compliments, and that he wiſhed to ſpeak to him; 
when he came back-to us, which was in a few mi- 
nutes, I ſignified that I was alarmed at the mei- 
ſage, and begged he would tell me what General 
Gunning had wanted with him, for I had zhen 
fears of a very ſerious nature. After ſome hefita- 
tion, he ſaid, it was only to aſk him for five gui- 
neas, it being too late to ſend to his banker, 1 
ſhook my head, and told him I did not believe 


2 word of the matter, for that two days before! 


had ſeen him take out of his pocket a letter, at 


leaſt what I thought what was a letter, but on its 
being opened I had obſerved that it contained à 


number of bank bills, and that the envelope was 


blank paper. Mr. Bowen aſſured me pon his ho- 


nour which at that time I had no reaſon to doubt 
was /terling honour, that he had told me the real 
buſineſs for which he was called down, and I was 
. General Gunning ſoon after went out 
to his evening appoiatments, my ſweet injured 


Angel was gone to ſit an hour with her beloved 


Protectreſs the Ducheſs of B —, Mrs. Bowen 
at her muſick, my fiſter and Mr. Bowen playing 
at picquet, and myſelf at work; we were thus 
diſpoſed of, when Mrs. Bowen, riſing haſtily, and 
taking up a candle, looked at my filter as if the 
would have faid follow me; the hint, tho? 4% on 


me, was underſtood by the perſon to whom it 
vat directed; ſhe laid down her cards, made an 


apology to Mr. Bowen, and went out of the 
room; it was more than a quarter of an hour 


before they came back again; and looking in 


their 


1 


their faces I faw confuſion in that of the mf 


_ treacherous of Women, though a good deal conceal. 
ed by the convenient black curtain that in part co- 
|  vered thecrim/onof guilt from my inſpection; whilſt 
the pale and agitated countenance of my ſiſter 
| ſpoke the plain truth, and told me in language I 
could not miſunderſtand ſomething diſagreeable 
vad happened; hardly had I time to recolle& my- 
ſelf, before Mrs. Bowen propoſed to her huſband 
that he ſhould go for an hour to the coffee-houſe, 
and return to us again. The plan being laid be- 
fore the Incendiaries met in St. James's-Place, they 
perfectly underſtood each other, and taking up his 
Hat he diſappeared; when my ſiſter ſaid it would 
be highly proper Mrs. Bowen that you ſhould now 
repeat to Mrs. Gunning what you have been telling 
me: for God's ſake, ſaid I, what is the matter 
do not alarm yourſelf, my fiſter replied ; Mrs, 
Bowen will tell you ell; ſome devil has been 
forging a letter to her in the name of 8 0 
here. I muſt obſerve, that I never beheld ſuc 
"expreſſions of guilt and uten as overwhelmed 
the wretch before me; for though I was by 0 
means free from agitation, I fixed my eyes on her 
face, whilſt I reguęſted her not to keep me in ſuſ- 
pence; I repeated my intreaties ſ often, that at 
laſt with a ſeeming reluctance, and ſeeming tender- 
neſs, ſhe opened the diabolical commiſſion. 
Oh my deareſt Mrs. Gunning! you have 
been deceived. you are cheated / you are abu/- 
ed and I fear when you know all, it will #:// 
„you; it will be the death of you. I owe you 
«© more than my mother, and I love you better 
4 than [I loved her; how then can I kill you by 
telling you, your daughter is a oretch ?? “ 
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Had T been 1% acquainted with that heart, 
which I have the plory to ſay, under the goodneſs. 
of God, has been of my own forming, had 7 not 
been the conductor of all her actions, and the Re- 
poſitor of all her thoughts Had I not been the 

Joyful witneſs of a life of purity, henour, and recti- 
tude, paſſed under my own immediate inſpection, 
and which had not even been marked with the 


* 


common failings of her ſex had I not felt that 1 


ſhould have been content that my own Hſoul ſhould. 
have anfwered for her tranſgreſſions, I might, as 
this aſſaſſin threatened, and very probably I ſhould 


have fallen the int martyr of her devices. On 


the contrary, I now with the moſt undiſturbed com- 
poſure aſſured her it was /he that had been impoſed 
upon, and begged he would proceed with as much 


calmneſs to relate as I was prepared to liften; that 


ſhe had nothing to fear on my account, either 
for my life or for my repoſe, from the conſequen- 
ces of any intelligence ſhe could poſſibly give me. 
Whilſt 1 was ſaying this I ob/erved her looks, 
which, contrary to their uſual filence, ſpoke /ome 
ſort of meaning, and which I have ſince conftrued 
into the language of mortification, on finding this 


her fir/t eſſay had met with ſo little ſucceſs; how- 


ever, encouraged I ſuppoſe by the mildneſs of my 
manner to her, and by my telling her he had been 


impoſed upon, ſhe returned to her charge, and 


taking ſhelter behind the banner of honeſt mean- 
ing, under its /o/en colours, ſhe tryed to conceal 


the real baſeneſs of her intentions. With effron- 


tery never to be equalled on ſuch an occaſion. the 
Crocodile caught hold of my hands, ofter kiſſed 
them, and pretended, to cry over them, lament- 

ing that to /ave me from further impoſition, ſne 


mi ſacrifice my daughter. Mr. Bowen and 
5 5 


W | herſelf, 


that by the nature of her accuſations ] might 


r . 
herſelf, ſhe ſaid, had been nearly diſtracted 
my account, by the knowledge they had come 
of the double part the wicked creature was adi 
| —There was now nothing 1 ſo much wiſhed 
after this glimpſe of the buſineſs as to get to 
very bottom ot it; I therefore concealed my re 
ment, and deſired her to explain what fhe me 


able to form my own opinion, SP 
In conſideration, my Lord Duke, of the he! 
tax I am going to lay on your patience, I v 
. willingly give your Grace the ſub/ance only of i 
Woman's information, but in Juſtice to al/ 
parties that are concerned, or may concern the 
ſelves in or about the iniquitous tranſactiont, th 
are the ſubject of this letter, however tediou 
am forced to be, I muſt, to throw a light 
darkneſs like this, be clear and explicit, and bi 
every circumſtance that I am acquainted with! 
fore your Grace plain and unaltered. 
The calmneſs with which I made my requel 
Mrs. Bowen, that ſhe would proceed with her 
formation, took off from her every fear of 1 
_ diſpleaſure, and with all the aſſurance of guil! 
began to inforce what ſhe had before advanced 
My deareſt Mrs. Gunning, faid ſhe, how dr: 
Fully have you been impoſed. upon, every bod 
combined to deceive you,” and the myſteries ti 
have fo long made you miſerable, are all created 
Miſs Gunning's artful conduct; indeed, inde 
my dear Mrs Gunning, though you think ht 
to marry Ld B-—— do not ſet your heart! 
on it; ſhe never will marry him —How do 
know this, ſaid I; —becauſe, replyed ſhe, l 
Gunning will marry d L———, and not 
B———. From what authority do you de 


/ 
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it, Mrs. Bowen? becauſe, returne ſhe, about 

five days ago /he wrote me a letter, in which ſhe 
tells ne what I now tell you, and in this letter there 
was incloſed one from the D of — to 
her father, which ſhe defired I would get Mr. 
Bowen to copy for ber; and ſhe deſires me not to 
mention. the report, which I muſt certainly have 
heard, as it was known over the hole town, 

that ſhe was to be married to -d L——— 

Ihhis letter, Mrs. Bowen, was not of my daugh- 
ter's writing; /ome body has written to you in her 
name,; the contents are a direct contradiction of 
Her ſentiments. — She inſiſted that it was of Miſs 
Gunning's writing and ſending, which ſhe confirmed. 
by an afleveration not common from the lips of 2 


female. I did not xadly ſay that ſhe had ſworn 


to a falſehood, but /zill held to my aſſertion, that 
my daughter had no hand in the letter he had 


* 


received. N Wy | 
Finding that by a! her protęſtations ſhe could 
not inforce my belief, or gain her own ends, 2what- 
ever they were, by means of the letters, ſhe faid, 
that at all events, though, the muſt give up Miſs 
Gunning intirely, ſhe was determined to open my 
eyes to her duplicity and wickedneſs. The reply I 
made to her was exactiy in theſe words: And why 
ſhould you heſitate, Mrs. Bowen, to give her up, 
for if ſhe is /o guilty a creature, ſurely her friend- 
ſhip is not worth preſerving ; ſurely ſhe who can 
forteit all claims to honour and delicacy, who can 
throw off the duty and affedtion ſhe owes a mother, 
who has adored her, cannot be expected to perform. 
| 72 good action, or to be capable of one friendly 

ne. + 3 

This my anſwer to her ill collected And worſe _ 
cannected allegations, feemed, greatly to pleaſe | 
| D 2 mer; 


* 


her; ſhe agreed intirely with my opinion, and 
aſſured me ſhe would in future deſpiſe Miſs Gun. 


plan, I wiſhed at one view to overlook the extent 


the powers of mortal fight or mortal penetration. 
about the 2 letters Miſs Gunning ſent to me 


very day, and then you cannot doubt the truth of 


_ conceal nothing, it is for my fecurity that I hu 


and ayain the kiſſed my hand.—I did not jmmedi- 


| fo long carrying on ſuch a ſcene of deception as has 
amo 


very day.— When and where Mrs. Bowen did you 
tell her ſo? Firſt, at the Piano Forte, returned 
the; and afterwards on the ſtairs as we came ul. 
©. to you from the dining- room, I ſaid to her, for 
Dame! for ſhame! Miſs Gunning ; how can you 
- impoſe ſo on your mother ;----how can you 
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ning's friendſhip; and give up every thing to me 
without reſerve.— This was ju/t the point I wanted 
to bring her to; for whoever had laid the horribl 


of it, but that I have fince found to be beyond 


Now, my dear Mrs. Gunning, continued this 
human monſter, to ſtrengthen what I have told you 


one of which ſhe deſired me to get Mr. Bowen to 
copy; I will tell you what ſhe has faid to me thi 


all that I have been ſaying. — Go on, faid I, and 


know all, that I may be able to defend myſelf again,. 
my enemies ; there was no ambiguity whatever it 
this reply, it came from my heart; but ſhe did not 
take it in the real ſenſe, but in the ſenſe I u 
the might take it. — Again the incendiary poured 
out the warme/? profeſſions of Love. reverence, 
and compaſſion, for her dearęſt Mrs. Gunning, fo 
her more than mother, as ſhe was pleaſed to call me, 


ately withdraw it, but felt as if it had been fen 
on by a ſerpent. _* 

What a wech, what a compleat wretch, is this 
vile daughter of your's ſaid the; to have been 


deſtroyed you; and foI have told her to: 


ap- 


: 


C824] 


wear to Her to carry on the affair with Lord , 3 
i —and yet [ive to marry Lord L——? ö . * 
chat was her reply, I aſked. — Why, returned 

ie, that I knew ſhe was determined to marry 

ord L———, and nothing ſhould turn her, but 

hat ſhe was afraid to tell her Mamma ; and 

hat did you ſay to her again on the ſtairs, Mrs. 

owen ? I ſaid, Miſs Gunning, you are killing 

dur dear good mother by inches, and if. you do 

ot tell her the abominable part you are acting, 

t. Bowen and I are come to a reſolution, for the 
ke of your mother, to tell her of it ourſelves, for 

we keep your ſecret ſbe will loſe her Jife. — This, 

pd I, was very home indeed; could ſhe ſay no- 

ing in defence of herſelf ? ———. O las! mo, 
plyed ſhe, in a quick and pert voice, nothing in 

e world but poh! poh! never mind that.— 

as any other converſation paſſed between you and 

to day Mrs. Bowen, ſaid I, on the /ame ſub- 

t? if there has tell me; you ſee I am poſſeſſed 

great /trength of mind, and I appeal to yourſelf 

you ever ſaw me more compoſed ; though to be 

re I have been very much /urprized, and even 

ted as much as it is in the power of wickedneſs to 

ock me / ſhe did not ſee herſelf reflected on, 

Wt my dear, my innocent lamb, in the word 
Wckednefs ; and thinking ſhe had gained a complete 
tory over my credulity, ſhe flattered my under- 
inding, even at its ozvn expence, for I muf# have 

en a fool indeed if I had given credit to what ſhe 

tended had paſled ' between them at the Piano | 
rte, becauſe I was fitting cloſe by them the 
hole time, and not a word or a whiſper. could _ 

ve e/caped my ear; and for that part of the ready- 

de converſation, which ſhe ſaid had paſſed upon 


nd 


In- 


ech e ſtairs, it is enough for me to ſay that my ſiſter. . * 
yes s came 
you 2 


L 38 ] | 

came out of the dining-room, and up ſtairs with 
them, and not a ſyllable was uttered on that or 
any other ſubject. 2 WIS: 

To my queſtion of what further might have 
paſſed between them on that day, Mrs. Bowen 
made the following anſwer. I forgot, my dear 
Mrs. Gunning, to tell you of it before, that when 
Miſs Minifie went up to aſk you how you did 
after dinner, and before ſhe returned again to us, 

General Gynning, Miſs Gunning and myſelf,' 

being left by ourſelves, the General ſaid ſomething 

that mut convince you that your daughter's acting 
the very. part I have told you. — I begged to know 
what that * was. — Why, replied ſhe, 
as ſoon as Miſs Minihe was gone out of the room, 

General Gunning began to ſay what a very hand- 

| ſome letter that was he had received from the 

D—— of , notwithſtanding it contained 

this reflection, that bis G—— wiſhed the General 

and his daughter had known their own minds 
ſooner for as his fon L—d'B - was indiſpoſed, 
and had a very ſtrong affection for'Miſs Gunning, 
= he was afraid the diſappointment would affect 
_- = very ſeriou/ly. When J repeated this part of 
Fl rs. Bowen's curious collection of reports to my 
daughter on her return that evening from the 
nin > ducheſs of B——-s, it was arranged on the 
a ſame catalogue of fal/ehoods that had gone before 
it, for not a word had paſſed in the ſhort abſence 
ot my ſiſter from the table about the D—— of 
| „L- d B—— or any letter whatever. 

When Mrs. Bowen mentioned the D- 13 
letter, and General Gunning's remarks on it, 

which ſhe had before concerted or fabricated at the 

moment; it is | impoſſible, ſaid I, being a little off 
my guard, that Mr. Gunning could have _ 
885 PLOT | | this 
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of the D=— of ———-s letter, the duke of 


gyll has ſhewn it to my daughter, and ſhe has 

mentioned to me any thing /ike what you 
"rm me of »ow ; on the contrary, his G——'s 
er is perfectly polite and ſatisfactory. 


Dh my dear Mrs. Gunning ! ſhe exclaimed, 


eed you are deceived, you are cheated by them 


the Duke of Argyll, Miſs Gunning, and 


y one of them, are deceiving you, ſhe it to marry 
d L—— it is contrived amongſt them, and 
ry body is helping on the match. 


o get at the poſſeſſion of the letters ſhe had 
tended to have received from my daughter 


out the tub to the whale, by pretending 
ſwallow all her abſurdities. — I am apt to be- 
e the honourable party who employed her, as 
acting partner in their dark work, did not give 
2 commiſſion to go quite ſuch'lengths as ſhe 
her 2wi/dom had thought fit to go; if they did, 


er violence recovered me frem the falſe ſtep 
ad made, it forced me to collect myſelf; and 


days before, was what I aimed at, I again 


all adviſe them when they next undertake to 


roy the happineſs of a wife and a daughter, 


ether of their own or any other family, that 


y look out for an agent, who is to take ſo 


al a ſhare in the bufineſs, of rather a better 
lerſtanding than Mrs, Bowen's, leaſt their own 


buld be called in queſtion ; but in the preſent cafe 
take away any imputation of the kind, 1 vil! 
ow, that before /he was taken in to aſſiſt the 
er conduftors, nothing of evil was ever manages 


Ich greater addreſs than this plan of deftrudion ; 


Wean from its very firſt arrangement. I do not 


alt of particular penetration in having detected 
is Bowen in her onſet of treachery, becauſe a 


child 


„„ 

child of twelve years old might have ſeen through 
her as clearly as I did; but having diſcovered 
her treachery, I gave myſelf ome credit for the 
more than Job's patience, with which I dived to 
the- bottom of it, and had The not been greatly 
ſupported, the very means ſhe uſed would have 
defeated the ends for which ſhe uſed them; but 
fo ſupported, I have hitherto but in part been able 
to parry. their blows of .miſchief,— I ſhall not 
interrupt my recital, or trouble your Grace with 
another obſervation of my own, until I come to 
the concluſion of Mrs, Bowen's intelligences. Every 
circumſtance of which ſhe thought it proper to 
confirm by pledging a ſoul, the value which by this 
time I ſhould imagine your Grace * fully com- 
prehend. | 


On the ſubject of the contrivances which the 


averred were carrying on by our Grace, 
daughter, and athers, to complete her marriage wi 
L—d L— and to break of the treaty withL—d 


B——; Mrs. Bowen was particularly elaboate, and 


particularly ferong in her aſſeverationt of its truth, 
and when I replyed, Mrs. Bowen whatever you 
may think of my daughter, however culpable „be 


may appear to you, ſuppoſe her diveſted of all deli- 


cacy or honour, yet I cannot but hope that in the 


Duke of Argyll't have not been miftaken;* you 
muſt have been miſi nformed at leaſt in what concerns 
him, and [muſt fill think myſelf and my daughter 
honoured in his friendſhip, and /afe under his pro- 
teftion. —"This was her anſwer ;— upon my 8— 


it is true, that he is the wν of all your enemies, 


and exrept Miſs Gunning's own wickedneſs, no- 
thing can exceed the Duke of Argyll's : I could 
here ſcarcely forbear giving her one of thoſe ſmiles 
chat Wears the Ny of —— and contempt, 

but 


n 


. [443 | 
but getting the better of my inclination, becauſe 


I had not yet got the letters from her, I put on 


rather a look of conviction than one of wnbelizf, 
and turning to the table on which my writin 


materials always-ſtood, and, as if perfedtly,con- = 


vinced of my daughter's miſconduct, I wrote ſuch 


a letter to her, as I moſt certainly /bou/d. have 


written without any. fineſſe whatever, had ſhe 
really deviated from the paths of delicacy and truth; 


in that caſe ſhe ſhould have found no other ſupport _ 
from we than what compaſſion, and compaſſion 
merely, has a claim to; but convinced that of oll 
amiable beings ſhe is the moſt - amiable, my la: 


breath ſhall go out in her vindication, and my laft 
embrace hall be herd. „ 

After I had written my ſeemingly ſevere letter, 
in which I had taken my leave of her for ever, I 


read it to Mrs. Bowen, who not only approved of 
it, but honoured, or rather diſhonoured, the con. 


tents, with ſuch repeated, and warm encomiums 


that had I not found her out before, her mind on 
this occaſion would have appeared to me in all the 


colouring. of deformity and malice. 


, ; . 


I ſhe ever has courage to look at her own true 


picture in this my faithful repreſentation to your 


Grace, though ſhe may perhaps unbluſbingiyj paſs_  ' 


over the wickedneſs of her conduct, yet for her 


folly ſhe certainly muſt feel, for none, except a ſim- 


pleton, but muſt have diſcovered their own detec- 


tion.—She /aw me writing and afterwards I read 


to her the letter, which was to throw off the darling 


of my heart, to take an eternal farews! of that 


. / 


child, on whom my life has, hung from the hour of 


her birth, and all hit without, a tear of diſappaint- 
ment, or a ſigb of anguiſh ; I am not at all conſci- 


aus that I did not go through the whole o_ 


L 4 1 
wich exactly the ſame indifference, as! ſhould have 


_ <vritten 2 ballad or read a paragraph in the news 
papers concerning the national debt. Tt anſwered 


fixed in her Trap, and ſo far from refuſing me 
the letters when I aſked her to let me ſee them, 
ſhe ſeemed concerned that ſhe had not got them 
abont her, offered to ſend home for them or to 
go and fetch them herſelf, with as little apprehen- 
ſion as ifI had been ene of her own deftructive. 
agents, I refuſed to give her this trouble, and told 
her as it was ſo late, to-morrow would do as well, 

in the mean time I would have her go home, as 
what. i paſs between my daughter and me, 
. when ſhe came back from the Ducheſs of B——, 
I 7hought could afford her no pleaſure, 


” . 


I faw ſhe was rejciced at my diſmiſſing her, for 

how can the afaulter of Innocence meet its /erene 

- unſuſpecting /ooks, whilſt the dagger is yet in the 
' afſaſſn's hand, ready for further miſchief. 

But before ſhe could lay hold of my permiſſion, 
the knocking at the door announced the return 
of my darling; never have I ſeen any thing like 
her fright and her confitſion, ſhe wanted to hide 
herfelf in the next drawing-room to that in which 
we were ſitting, but I told her ſhe had better paſs 
her on the ſtairs, and borrow her chair to take 
her home; ſhe took my advice, and flew down, 
leaving the door open as ſhe went out, by which 
means J heard my beloved ſay to her upon the ſtairs, 
where are you going in ſuch a hurry Mrs. Bowen ? 
home, ſaid the vile woman; will you be fo goed 
as to lend me your chair? to be ſure, replied 
ſhe; but why not ſtay to ſupper ? by this time 
the other was in the hall and called out go up 
to your mother, the wants you. | : 
| Having 


; 


þ +43 1 
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the ends I Hoped it would; foe thought me ſecurely 


% 


| MO Is 


Having got rid of my miſchievous viſitor, and 
releaſed your Grace from a very tedious, but a | 
ery neceſſary relation, I ſhall not trouble you 

ith the converſation that enſued in our /ittle 

ircle, compoſed only of a daughter, a moiher, and 

in aunt, whoſe hearts were more cloſely cemented 

by a tryed and well-founded confidence in each 
tther's refitude, than by the natural ties that have 

nited hbem. 

The reſult of our conſultation on Mrs. Bowen's | 
xtraordinary embaſſy from the lower regions was 
his—I diſpatched a ſhort note to her couched in . * 
erms through which ſhe could not ſee how well 8 
knew her, and how much I deſpiſed her; I am 
orry I did not keep a copy but it was the thought 
f one moment, and another carried it from the 
ouſe.— The purport of it was, that I had the 
pleaſure to a her that my daughter was an 
angel, that the letters ſhe had received were cer- 
tainly ſent with no good intent by ſome ſecret 
nemy, and I could not but hope every thing elle _ 
had ' proceeded from the ſame ſource to injure my » - 
daughter, and to Loos on her and Mr. Bowen ; | 
that I was ſure hey muſt rejoice that I was quite 
ſatified myſelf, and ſhould undeceive them the next 
morning, when 1 would call upon them and talk 
over the affair. ES 8 5 
Alfter this letter was ſent away, the ſervant be- 
ing told he was not to wait for an anſwer, we 

again and again tryed to account for the part Mrs. 
Bowen was acting, and we had but one opinion. 
amongſt us, that ſhe was employed on the buſineſs 

by ſome body, and that whatever was the motive, 

it was taken up with 100 great violence to be ea/ely 
relinquiſhed, | | | 


-' 


My 


1 
My daughter propoſed going immediately to 
your Grace, from whom ng 7hought of her pure 
heart had been concealed, to tell you what had hap- 
pened, and to take your directions how we were 
to proceed, ſo as that we might detect the confe- 
deracy which we could have no doubt had been 
formed, or was forming againſt her.—It was then 
ſo late, that with ſome difficulty I diſſuaded her 
from going to your Grace that night; ſhe was 
not for delaying it to the next morning, till I told 


her I ſhould by that time have got into my poſ- 


ſeſſion the letters from Mrs. Bowen, and that it 
would be much better to lay them before you 


when ſhe opened the converſation that had paſſed 


about her, between that woman and myſelf. 


My reaſons at length conquered her impatience 


to apply to your fatherly tenderneſs for advice 


that very night. Innecence was the traaquil com- 
panion of her pillow, the idea of Mrs. Bowen's 


. treachery did not forſake me the whole night, and 
no ſhepherd, who ſees the favourite lamb of his 


" boſom in the wolf's graſp, could have ſuffered 
what I did at the firſt approach of danger that 


threatened my darlin g- Ny | 
I.n the morning General Gunning went out in 


the carriage, and left a meſſage that he would 
ſend it back by one o'clock, but to my meſt ſe- 
vere diſappointment he did not do what he fuid he 
would, and without the coach we could not go 


8 


to Mrs. Bowen's. | 


This memorable day, Sunday the ſixth of February, 


Mr. and Mrs Bowen have fixed on to barter their 
- ETERNAL SALVATION, but to what end or for what 


reward, it is only the purchaſers, and the purchaſed, 
that can aſcertain ; that they have ſworn, and to 


the following exact effect, is no myſtery ; though 


the 


r . . . i - ia om. oa os 
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the cauſe and the price of their oaths muſt remain 


enveloped. — They both swARR, that on the ſixth . 


of February inſtant Miſs Gunning came to their 
lodgings, and that ſhe there wrote two letters, re- 
_ queſting chat they might be ſhewn to me, and that 


theſe letters were incloſed and delivered to me when | 


I called 'the ſame day on Mrs. Bowen. | 
Before Faccount to your Grace, which I mean 
to do, in the moſt unequivocal manner, for every 
hour of my daughter's time on this ever to be re- 
membered day, the fixth of February, I ſhall re- 
queſt you, my Lord, to look back to the conver- 
ſation of the preceding evening, the fifth of Febru- 
_ ary; in which converſation this Misrs.zss Bowsn 
tells me, confidently, that ſhe has received tuo let- 


ters, one of them from Mifs Gunning, deſring ſhe, 


Mrs. Bowen, would net mention to her mama the 
report that was % much about town, that The was 
to be married to L—d L——— and that the other 


letter Mrs. Bowen was requeſted to copy. When 


theſe letters appear, as they ſhall! do in their pro- 


per place; 1 beg your Grace will give yourſelf the 


trouble to compare that addreſſed to Mrs. Bowen 


from my daughter, with what Mrs. Bowen aver- , 
red to my ſiſter and myſelf, to be the contents of 
that letter; though I have already taken ſome no- 


tice of this one little miftake, I mult again point it 


out and repeat; this letter, Mrs. Bowen, verbally de- 


clared, requeſted that ſhe, Mrs. Bowen, would 


not mention to mama the reports about town con- 


cerning the writer's marriage with L—d L—— 
whereas the letter itſelf de/rres the reports may be 
hinted to mama, and by thoſe very kind friends 
themſelves.— Poor woman! I do not fay it was 
from inclination. that ſhe made this fir/# error. I 
am myſelf a witns/s how indefatigable the was in 
performing the duties to which ſhe was appointed ; 
but 
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. . hourof my daughter's geting up to breakfaſt, | 


i 26 OM 

but there is this to be ſaid in excuſe for her negl. 

nce, when ſhe fell into this litile mi/tate, tha! 

though guilt may not defroy the memory it certain 
ly confuſes it. . 

I ſhall now, my Lord Duke, account to yo 
Grace for every hour of Sunday the fixth of Febn 
ary, where and with whom, and in what mannerit 
was really paſſed by my daughter; which the en 
 dences. of her attendants, during the whole of th 
day, will /ub/antiate, and of courſe invalidate th 
perjured diſpoſitions of her father's relatives, and ht 
father's friends the Bowens. 


have ſa'd already that on the fixth of Febn 
_ ary, General Gunning went out in the carriag 
leaving a meſſage, that he ſhould ſend it backh 
one o'clock, and that to our great difappointme 
-1t did not return at the time appointed —Fromt 


did not leave the room a moment where her ai 
and I were fitting; and about half an hour aft 
twelve (ſhe ſaid; perhaps papa will not ſend hon 
the coach ſo ſoon as he promiſed, I have a mii 
to walk to the Ducheſs of B—-— when the d 


_ »  riage comes you may call for me there, we v 


then go to Mrs. Bowen's and get the letters 
will afterwards ſet you down and and go my 
to Argyll-Houſe. Her chairmen not being int 
way as they were accuſtamed never to come] 
orders till four in the afternoon, and the weatl 
being good. I made no objection to her propoi 
and attended by her own footman, John De: 
the ſet out on foot for-Pall-Mall, to pay her d 
to her mo dear and revered patroneſs, fr 
whoſe affefionate heart the endeavours of her el 
mies have not been able to get her diſmiſled ; ti 
kind patroneſs, that Heady friend, to _ 
8 3 6 31's 17-3; \ 


| „ 

indebted for the moſt honovrable ſupport in this 
time of her unmerited tryals; that tender protect- 
reſs, whoſe endearing attentions have been, and 


till are, her ſolace and her comfort, that beloved 
| benefactreſs whoſe houſe has received her, whoſe 
arms have ſheltered her when driven both from | 


the bouſe and arms of her met UNFATHERLY fa- 
ther /—T his is the only part of my narrative on 


which I have ſhed a tear — it is the tribute of 
. gratitude, of love, I had almoſt faid of adoration / 
 —-My darling ſtayed with the Ducheſs of B-—, 
as was every morning her com to do, about an 


hour and a half; and then to prevent her being 
too much tired by walking home, her Grace had 
the goodneſs to ſend her back in her own chair. 


I Thefirſt queſtion ſhe aſked, when ſhe returned to 
us, voc, if the coach was ſent home; I told her, 


no. Upon which ſhe ſaid then, I will take the 
Ducheſs of Be——'s chair, and go to Argyll- 


_ Houle, for I ſhall not be eaſy till I have ſeen he 
Dube, and told him about Mrs. Bowen's b 
with you laſt night.—Saying this ſhe went out 
directly in the Ducheſs of B——'s chair, and was 


carried by her Grace's chairmen to Argyll-Houſe, 
attended as before by John Dean.—She was not 


abſent from St. James's-Place more than three quar- 
ters of an hour; I was ſurpriſed. at her coming 
back ſo: ſoon, and ſhe told me the meflage your” 
Grace had ſent her by the porter, which was, that 
you could not ſee her then, but deſired ſhe would 
come to you in the evening. After ſhe returned 
from Argyll-Houſe, ſhe remained with her aunt 
and me till about three o'clock, when the Du- 

_ Cheſs of B—called for her; I ſaw her from the 
window go into the carriage with the Ducheſs, 


and ſaw them driven from the door. Before ſhe 


went 
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Does it ſeem /ikely that ſbe ſhould have propoſed be. 


4.1] 
went down. ſtairs, ſhe deſired us to go to Mrs. char 
Bowen's lodgings to get the letters from her, and I an 2 


| conf 


Hyde Pate: - 7 fo but 
Il I muſt here re a circumſtance which other. | dd 
viſe may be paſſed over more /lightly than it ought ſur el 
fo be; the light will find its way through the nal. N her i 
e aperture, ſo will truth, though intangled in the befo 
labyrinths of deception. Is it a very weak argument, then 
my Lord Duke, of her perfect ignorance in regard ©*©*/ 
to the writing or ſending theſe letters that ſpe ſhould ed 
intend to go for them herſelf, and with us if th /2*/* 
carriage had been returned in any ſort of ſeaſon! "og 
4 : 
jealo 
or fe 
caily 
poor 
the 


-afterwards to meet the Nucheſs and herſelf in 


ing preſent at my interview with theſe ſavages bat 
the written wo letters at heir lodgings that mom 

ing, and commiſſioned them to deliver thoſe letter 
to me? impoſſible ! ſuppoſing I could not have 20 
counted for every hour of her time on the ſiæth dil ©>* 
of February which might have been the caſe, buff ati": 
which, Cod be praiſed, I can account for, eval} gla 
then, if it had ſo happened, I ſhould have aſkei r g. 
your Grace the /ame queſtion which I have 1m bone 
the honour of putting to you. Was it probabl 


this ſhould have been the caſe after I had explainelf <<"? 
the whole of Mrs. Bowen's zreachery on the profit ** . 
deding evening, of which nothing was concealth be ſu 
becauſe I choſe my daughter ſhould ſee her enem) A; 
nut I had ſeen her, | had therefore drawn her in tht rathe 
fame coſouring as ſhe appeared 10 me, like a ven 8 
mous ſerpent, whoſe hifſes were alarming, and i the d 
whoſe touch was deſtruction.— Knowing this, would Grac 
he have gone to their lodgings, the very next mor Jame 
ing, have written letters there and confided the conf} 2 

- veyance of them to Bowen and his wife, makin| Gene 


_ them of conſequence, and putting herſelf mon * 


1 


lier and I loſt no time in going to Mrs. Bowen's 
5 E. 


WES 


than ever in their power ? this would have been 
an act of folly, for which nothing but the maß 
conſummate ſtate of idiotiſin could be accountable; 
but ſuppoſe her that idiot that ſhe did go, that ſhe 
did write, that ſhe did confide in them, they mult 
ſurely beſides their other good offices have aſſiſted 


her in :2ming thoſe very letters, becauſe the evening 


before, Mrs. Bowen had rehearſed the contents of 
them to me and very exactly, one ſmall miſtake 
excepted ; which ſmall miſtake I have before point. 
ed out to your Grace. — Indeed, my Lord Dukes, 
theſe abſurdities are too. 10 glaring, and the falſe- 


hoods too groſs to be digeſted or even ſwallowed 
unleſs by a certain ſet who from views of intereſt, | 
jealouſy, revenge, Envy, or any other maſculine 


or feminine paſſion of that deſcription, have heroi- 
cally united themſelves in one body to de/troy a 
poor little girl, the innocence of whoſe heart, and 
the rectitude of whoſe actiont, are unfortunately 2 
fatire upon their own. — I am only critically juſt, 
I glance only on thoſe characters, where the edium 

ot guilt. mu/? at laft fall. I mean not to ſpend my 
honef indignation in expreſſions merely, but to touch 


the adamantine hearts, Vt be poſſible, of that 


certain combined hot, that has delighted to oppreſs 


me with every ſort of afllickion, the moft difficult to 


be ſupported. 


Again I return, my Lord, to the 9 * 


rather afternoon, of the 6th of February ; for it 
was three o'clock when my daughter drove from 


the door with the Ducheſs of B, and in her 


Grace's chariot. They had been gone from St. 
James's-Place but a very few minutes when my 
own coach came back, after having attended 
General Gunning the whole morning; my 


and 
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and the ſervant 3 who came to the door, 
gave into my hand a packet with her miſtreſs 
compliments, and was ſorry ſhe could not be at 
home to receive me. I ſaid it was very well, and 
ordered the ſervant to go on. I was not long 
in opening this curious packet the contents of 
which I ſhall lay before your Grace. 


On the envelope, and without a date, I wa 
thus addrefled by Mrs. Bowen. | 


| For your ſatisfaction my D-. Mrs. G—- 
1 encloſe you what gave or * rs. ſuſpicions 
concerning my couſin. 9 to 
ſpend the day with Lady BE "he as called 
to take me out. 
JPuͤo0ur's ſincerely (figned) L. Bowen. 
My comment on the above note or letter vil 
be but a ſhort one, that what ſhe had feworn to a 


facts on Saturday night, on Sunday morning, 
were dwindled into ſuſpicions. 


Enclofed letter the firſt. 
195 Superſcribed to Mrs. Bowen. 


> Tuclday 


Dec Mrs Bowes. 


AS you ſeem to be in the confidence of 
Mama I think it right to tell you that you may 
hint to her that my affections are engaged to my 
C——n L—d L and that 1 am not to be 
married to L—-d B—-——as ſhe ſeems to think; 
will you be ſo good to get the encloſed copyed 


= me? 


Affectionately yours, 


9 E. Gunning. 
| Obſervation 


with. 


N 


4 


. 

Obſervation on the above; the names of both 

ties are at length in the original, your Grace 
will know how to fill up the blanks I have left 
for them in the copy: There is this little ommiſ- 
ſion in the ſpelling the , name only one ſmall 
letter more than the name requires to be ſpelt 
with, which muſt have been particularly negligent 
in my daughter to have added, as ſhe certainly 
has written the name too often for ignerance to 
have afforded her any ſhelter. | 


Letter the ſecond, encloſed in letter che firſt, - £ 


to be copied by Mrs. Bowen, written on a half 
ſheet of paper, without date or direction. 


„ ö . 
I muſt ſay I wiſh you and your daughter 
had known your own minds ſooner in reſpect to 
my ſon. | 1 
I am your moſt 
Obedient 4 
* Signed at length — 
| but the name muſ-ſpelt. 


When to the ſcore. of premeditated cold-hearted 
determined villainy is added the vaſt ſums of folly, 
beyond all calculation, that have been expended to 
upport that unfathomable villainy, how will the 
perpetrators of it ſhrink into themſelves when they 
lee not only their hearts but their heads laid open to 
public inſpection . 8 ä 

Having peruſed more than once thoſe notable 
torgeries in our way to the Park, rejoicing to have 
got them into our poſſeſſion, we ſoon came 
with the Ducheſs of B——, and both our carn- 
ages ſtopped within a ſpeaking diſtance, 
Have you got the letters, Mamma? ſaid my ſe- 

8 E 2 A rene 


me ar at home, but gave it into her maid's hand, 


| L 52 J 
rene angel. — have, my love, replied I, hold, 
ing then up, and you have gained a victory; 
thought;then as I poke ; I was by much 00 ſanguine, 
the victory yet remains 70 be gained, but that pro. 
vidence, which has ſupported us in the m/ 
trying of our calamities, will, I have not a doubt, meſſag 
conduct us through them, with Honour and with 
ſafety. — There were many coaches in the drive, 
for which reaſon I would not give her the lettenM*? rel 
there, but we followed them out of the park, and | 
her Grace's carriage topped at the top of Arling. 22 
ton-ſtreet, when the elledged writer of the my 
incorrigible nonſenſe than ever iſſued from the 
pen of an idiot, being impatient to ſee her repui © 
performances, ſent one of the Ducheſs's ſervant 
for the letters, which having been delivered t 
her woe parted ; /he to make viſits with her Grace, 
and we came home; where the Ducheſs of B— 
fat her down about five o'clock ; and for the re 
mainder of that day, being the fixth of Februar), 
we were no more ſeparated, nor till we took leart 
of each other for the night, at the door of ou 
reſpective chambers.— I beg to refer your Grac: 
for our further proceedings on the ſixth of Februar) 
topage the 2d and 3d of this letter. My daugb. 
ter was with me in the carriage when I called z 
your'-Grace's door that evening. One ching! 
mmuſt obſerve, that on this night General Gunning 
did not fleep at home, but breakfaſted witi 
his family the next morning, a thing very ut 
eee | 
Monday, the ſeventh of February, I wrote: 
note to Mrs. Bowen, and becauſe ſhe might not 
deny that ſhe had received it, I carried it myſclt 
I did not enquire when I ſtopped at her door it 


* 


told h 
tions b 
intelli 
recon 


as 


© „ ns 
as alſo à pair of gloves and ſome muſic ſhe had left 
on Saturday evening in St. James's-Place; the . 
ſervant, without my being at the trouble of aſk- 
Ming any queſtion, told me her maſter and miſtreſs. 
Jvere at dinner; they might have ſpared this 
meſſage, I ſhould not have broke in upon their 
domeſtic elicit ; how fearful is guilt! it ſtarts at 
its own ſhadow! yet, if innocence was only to be 
expreſſed by the contrary extreme of confidence, 
ſurely ſince that morning Mr. and Mrs. Bowen 
muſt have waſhed el! their black deeds white, 
aving, with even more than their own afſurarce, 
many days after I removed from Pall-Mall to 
y preſent lodgings in St. James's- ſtreet, not 
only offered but even exerted themſelves to force 
pon us the honour of a viſit from them; the conſe- 
quences of which I ſhall repreſent to your Grace 
Woctore I conclude my letter. - I ſhall here 
Inſert the copy of that note, which I left with 
Mrs. Bowen's ſervant. 5 
Directed to Mrs. Bowen. 7 
Mrs. and Miſs Gunning preſent their compli- | 
ents to Mrs. Bowen, and as they can never. 
ave an opportunity of thanking her in perſon for 
putting into their poſſeſſion the two black forged 
W<tters, one ſuppoſed to be written by the of 
o General Gunning, the other as 'falſely 
aſcribed to Miſs Gunning addreſſed to Mrs. Bow- 
en, they take this method to ſay how very /enfible - 
hey are of the good offices intended them. Mrs. 
Gunning begs Mrs. Bowen to recollect what ſhe _ 
told her on Saturday night, and the ſolemn afſevera- 
tions by which Mrs. Bowen attęſted the truth of her 
intelligence, having done this, ſhe would then 
recommend to Mrs. Bowen's ſeriour peruſal the 
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„ 
palms for 2bis day, as their language cannot be 
miſinterpreted. — Mrs. Gunning deſires her 
Opera Airs may be returned. 5 
St. James's-Place, | 
Feb, 7th, 1791. _ | 
As J am now going to drop the curtain, that will 
for a certain time Exclude from your Grace's view 
and alſo from the ſcene of action two performer, 
who however diſpoſed for the active and buſy charac. 
ters appointed to them by the manager or managers, 
muſt zowhave convinced the audience by their þ/ur- 
dering and diſtortions, how unfit they were to ſuſtain 
their part with credit to the managers or themſelve:; 
and before I again expoſe them on my litile ſtage, | 
ſhall addreſs one ſerious queſtion to your Grace, &. 
ſeeching you to give it a cloſe examination. I apply 
it to you, my Lord Duke, ir, as a man of from 
judgment and of coc reaſoning—ſecondly, as 1 


military officer, whoſe character is an honour to the 


profeſſion; and thirdly, I aſk your deciſion of it w 


a father. A oe 
Jo make myſelf clearly underſtood I ſhall bring 
this queſtion forward, cloathed in a ſort of fern 
that may enable it to diſcover its own meaning, 
and to receive its own ſentence, without my fu. 
ther interference. 1 5 
Here is an oſſicer of birth, of character, and of 
rank in the army, whoſe conduct in America has 
marked him as by no means deficient in valbur, 
who has been married nearly twenty-three years, 
twenty. tao of which his wife to this hour looks back 
upon with regret, as having drawn off all her 
| happineſs, and left her nothing but the bitter dregs 
of /orrow and affliftion.—This General officer 1s 
oſſeſſed of one only child, who to an underſtand- 
ing that would not diſgrace more advanced bk 
< | | " . an 


A Þ PR 
than that ſhe is yet arrived to, unites a Heart, ii 
which has con/tantly reſided every feminine virtue; 
that gives to her ſex the appellation of pleaſing or 
amiable ;, where the ſpirit of coquetry, or the de/egnt 
of enſnaring, have never entered, where nature has 
alene governed,. and from which every ſpecies of 
art has been excluded.—Here is alſo an officer, but 
a reduced one, a Captain upon half-pay, who h 

connected himſelf by à clandeſtine marriage wi 

the Generals family; both the officer and his wife 
are received by the mother of this amiable and 
only child, not with civility merely, but are diſtin- 
guiſhed by every mark of regard and kindneſs that 
it is in her power to beſtow upon them; appear- 
ances are in their favour, and their hearts feem to 


have no expreſſion more ſtrong than that of grati- _ 


tude.— This gffcer looks up for intere/? and expects 
it to come from his coin, the General, Who has a 
regiment : he viſits at the General's houſe, dines 
and ſups at the General's table, and pays that /ort 
of attention which is called court, to ingratiate him- 
ſelf with his patron in Embrio. Suddenly, and with- 
| out having received offence F any kind whatever 
from the deftined victim, from her mother, or any 
part of her family, he Heal upou' them unſuſpe#- 
edly, and under the maſk of friendſbip buries the 
concealed dagger in the very heart of. innocence; 
marking it with a thouſand gaſhes, to deface, if 
that were paſſible, the brightneſs of its viſage; he 
forgets in the moment of aſſaſſination, that inno- 
cence is immortal: The father of this only darling 
child is a man of valour, but the ain tears him 
not.— This only darling child is falſely diſgraced, 
and her father himſelf pronounces with his own 
lips the ſentence of her baniſhment from his houſe 
and from His proteftion.—The bands of relationſbip 

Are 
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are by theſe very means drawn tighter, and 


tho union more cloſely cemented, between the 


General, who has a Regiment, and the reduced 
Captain who wants a Company. — The father calls 
the Captain his honourable friend, who has found 
out and diſcovered to him a flaw in his daughter's 
reputation, and holds him up as another Scipio; 
himſelf a Roman father; he miſtałes the character, 
Virginius did not fa/ten diſgrace on the fame of his 
daughter; the too was an only child; he ſtabbed 
her to prevent-her being diſgraced : This Paragon 
of juſtice hugs his honourable couſin, whilſt the Cap- 
tain, to ſhew his humble gratitude, aſſociates with 
his patron's oton groam, a ſtable keeper, two hoſt- 
lers, a French footman, and an Iriſh chamber-maid, 
to purſue with eaſy affidavits that innocence which 
he had before vainly endeavoured to deſtroy. 
Thus, my Lord Duke, ſtands before your 
Grace my que/tion in its true and unque/tionable 
ſhape, make the application, and let your own 
heart announce judgment. | 
Tueſday the 8th of February, when we came 
down to breakfaſt, we found lying on the table 
the following anonymous letter thus directed. 
| Miſs Miners, : | 
General Gunning's St. James Place. 
ITheſe are the contents, but without a date. 
Mapam, { | | 


Ihe reſpect 1. feel for the character of 


Mrs. G as well as yourſelf makes me very 
ſincerely feel for both. Why two perſons ſo 
ncarly cencerned ſhould be laſt: undeceived ap- 
pears to me extraordinary—Give yourſelves but 
the trouble to enquire and all myſteries mY 

| YL Si | 7 | ceale 


1 

ceaſe— Apply perſonally. to the Ducheſs of 2 
you certainly may rely on her.. 
A 4 Sincere Friend. 
P. 8. Don't be apprehenſive of any duel, 
none is likely to take place. © | | 

Obſerve, if you pleaſe, my Lord, the remarks ' 
that I am about to make on the above letter of 
dur very Sincere Friend. —St, James Place on the 
direction is exactly the ſame as it is ſpelt on the 
direction of that letter delivered by G 2 Gun- 
ning s groom, and ſuppoſed to come from the ji 

of : „ . . me the fie ſuſpicioff of 
its having been opened, re- directed, and re- ſealed. 
by ſomebody, with ſome evil deſign.— lt is /ike- 
wiſe ſpelt in the /ame way with the 7hreatning 
letter my daughter received many months ago, 


and as the day after my ſiſter got this anonymous 


letter, General Gunning 4im/elf told her Captain 
Bowen was the writer of it, and as it was not in 
his own but a diſguiſed hand, I cannot but think 
it argues much in favour of his being maſter of 
many hands, and that he may have had no /mall 
ſhare in all the other forged letters :—what can 
Captain Bowen, or whoever elſe is the fabricator 
of the letter, which is now the ſubject of my ob- 
ſervations, poſſibly mean by deſiring us to apply 
perſonally to the Ducheſs of B-——, and by fay- 
ing that a myſteries would then ceaſe ? it rather 
ſeems to increaſe than diminiſh the number of them; 
the Ducheſs of B could not underſtand the 
| machinations of Captain Bowen and his affeciates, 
there is no ſimiliarity whatever in the language of 
her heart and their hearts. 3 
1 perfectly underſtand his hint about the duel, 
andſſo will you my Lord ; there is 9 occaſion for 
Þ 5 55 its 
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its being publicly explained. I ſhould hope what F 
have already ſaid, and what I have fz1! to ſay, may 


- ſuffice to convince your Grace how much you have 
been miſled, and how ſeverely, how very ſeverely 
we have been the ſufferers. I ſhould be extremely 
ſorry to be forced upon ſtill plainer language and 
plainer zruths ; but ſbe who can give up a once 
beloved huſband to ſaue her child from a fate more 


dreadful than a martyrdom of torture, to ſnatch her 


fame, pure and 7 . from the hands of rata- 
- gem and cruelty, ſuch a mother cannot be expected 
0 Ap ſhort of her deſigns, becauſe other ſacrifices 
of much leſs conſequence are neceſſary to be made to 
the ut and good work ſhe has undertaken, and 
<vhith ſhe is determined to purſue. I have never 
had but this one occaſion on which I could exert 
myſelf as I have now done. I will not miſname the 
ſentiment that actuates me, it is not_/ubborneſs, it 
is not ſelfwill, it deſerves the appellations of re- 
_ folution and of firmneſs ; on the contrary, with what 
ſatisfaction, with what yoy, ſhall I Jay down the 
arms neceſſity has forced me to take up, in the cauſe 


of defenceleſs, nt wronged, and moſt oppreſſed 


| innocence, —Revenge is not the inſtigator of my 
purpoſe; I do not even deſire that the puniſhment 
her aſſaſſins have ſo well earned ſhould fall upon 
them, but that ſpotleſs honour, ſa cruelly mangled 


'1o ec butchered, Hall be healed, and that 


character, ſo meanly pilfered from her, ſball be re- 
ſtored, even at the price of names and circum- 


 - ſtances I now wiſh to conceal. Indeed, my Lord, 


I cannot I do not for a moment, ſuffer myſelf to 
_ claſs you in the catalogue of her wicked purſuers ; 


help me therefore to detect them; leave their pu- 


niſhment to the Almighty, but force them to re/ftore 
what they have taken from us; we aſk but for our 


** 
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9207n; that alone will make us ſufficiently rich. 
ignoble.— The loſs of fortune in ſuch a cauſe as this 
is glorious, —But to remain the ſport of malice, 
the food of ſcandal, to fit tamely down and ſubmit 
to appear poor and deficient in ſuch treaſures as be- 
long to the ſoul, in which oe know our own riches, 
would be worſe than the miſer, who permits him- 
felf to farve in the midſt of plenty. It would be 
more, it would be contemptible, it would be the 
very effence of the pooreſt poverty — | 
I feel my ſubject, it impreſſes me to pronounce up- 
on it with energy unequivocal.—I am near that 
period of my, letter, which will pen to your 


There is a a poverty and there is a poverty. ' 


Grace a ſcene of diſtreſſes and of cruelties, ſuch as 


Nero himſelf, that great maſter in the art of tor- 

menting, would not think a diſgrace to his talents, 

had he been their reputed inſtigator. .  _ 
Why have the combined plotters, for none but the 


tools of miſchief would have ſo meanly employed 


themſelves, amongſt their other ridiculous inſertions, 


in the news-papers accuſed me of Novel writing; 
particularly of a book called Waltham-Abbey ; 
which is made up 7hey fay of tricks, of fratagem, and 


of forged letters. I mult aſſure them their miſtake is 
à very palpable one, for though to have been the 


author of that book might' poſſibly have done ho- 


nour to my genius; yet, as I never have ſeen ſuch a 
book, or ever before heard there war ſuch a book 
written, I cannot without great inju/tice, and greater 


preſumption, lay any claim to the credit of being 


: 


1ts writer. 


1 ſhall not'di/ſmiſs, ſince I have entered upon it, | 


the ſubject of news-papers, without informing 


your Grace that I have experienced from the con- 


ductors of ſeveral daily prints the moſt liberal, and 
879 | the 
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the moſt genilenianly behaviour. —They have not 


only waited upon me, and with all the humanity 


of good, and all the candour of hone/t men, ex- 


preſſed heir regrets that the papers they ſent into 


the world ſhould be prgſtituted to the purpoſe of 


throwing unmerited ſtains on the fame of my 
daughter ; and, perhaps, excited. to it by ſecing 
before them the intere/ting object of the enemies 
attacks, unhurt, and even ſmiling under the pre/- 


ſure of malevolence, they offered each, and ſepa- 
rately, to ſhew me every thing againſt her that 
might in future be ſent to them before it was in- 


ſerted, with*the liberty of adding 10 or taking 


from ſuch articles whatever I thought proper; 
they even aſſured me | 
preſſed if I commanded it to be ſo.—I ſhall ever 


ſhould be intirely ſup- 


feel the ſame ſentiments as I did at the immediale 


moment, when I received ſo manly a proof of 
conceſſion from thoſe gentlemen, whoſe good na- 
ture and candour gratified and pleaſed me.—Nor 


did I make a %% uſe of their indulgence. I 


told them, and it was from the very truth of my 
Heart that I ſpoke it, their intereſt in tle/ale of the pa- 


per being concerned, I mult at the ſame time, that I 
thanked them for their politeneſs, reject their wel- 


intended propoſal; that even could I have accepted 
it without injuring hem, I had another reafon that 
would have prevented me from accepting it; that 
nothing had ever been inſerted 3 the whole 


affair by myſelf, by any part of my family, or by 
perſon or means whatever known to us, or at 


leaſt that we knew. If, my Lord, you are con- 


vinced, if my injured innocent lamb js reconciled 
to your good opinion and your affections, ſhe will 


be now dearer to your heart than ever, in propor- 
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tion as ſhe has ſuffered from the falſe impreflions 
ou have ſo fatally imbibed ; conviction muſt follow 
the zruths 1 have laid before you, and then you 
will not only underſtand what have been my feelings 
at every inſtance of friendſhip or humanity ſhewn 
to me on this occalion, but your Grace will alſo 
partake of them with me. . 
My ſoul is ſenſible of an alm unconquerable 
repugnance to enter on the events of Wedneſday 
the gth day of February, marked down on the 
calander of time as more fatal to domęſtick happi- 
neſs, and more arftrudive of natural affection, 
than any era that has gone before it. I even 
tremble with horror when, I refte&t on the irre- 
fitible power that now bids me retrace them on 
paper; although from my mind, whilit I have 
| life and recollection, they never never will be eraſed. 
— I have but few circumſtances to add to the 
preceding Tueſday the 8th of February, on that 
day your Grace ſaw this darling ſacriſice. When 
in the morning ſhe was taken to Argyll-Houſe 
by her . I ſhould die in hi part of my nar- 
rative to call him her F-— all was hen, at 
-leaſt in appearance, as it u/ed to be; ſhe did not 
ſee you but in the preſence of General Gunning; 
but you received her with your accu/tomed tender- 
neſs. Surely, my Lord Duke, you would not 
have ſo i beſtowed thoſe tokens of your goodneſs, - 
had your mind then been tainted with the poiſon 
of ſuſpicion; but (at what unhappy moment it 
' afterwards took effect, or by what witchcraft 1 
know not, it is too much for me to know,) from 
that moment I date a ſucceſſion of miſeries, perhaps 
more acute than even the male and female artificers 
who worked them into this form could, in the 


myſt 


— 


e 22 — $5» , 4 : 


. 

3 

; 1 
! 

* 

f 

5 | 
* 

i 

* 4 


L 62 J . 


moſt ſanguine of 7heir. hopes, have' ſuppoſed or ex- 


pected! On the evening of the ſame day my 
daughter went to Pall-Mall, and her dear mater- 


nal friend, the Ducheſs of B — , thinkm 
. her cough much increaſed, was very uneaſy, an 


ſent her home early; when full of the tendereſt 
anxiety for the preſervation of her health, her 
Grace ſent 2 note to her own phyſician to requeſt 
he would lofe no time in going to St. James's- 
Place, and preſcribing for her, and Doctor H—, 
had the goodneſs to come to us ſoon after. 
Any eulogium from me on this gentleman's {kill 
or humanity would be arrogating to myſelf a 


knowledge, which muſt be univerſally underſtood 
wherever he viſits; I have great obligations both 
to him and to Mr. Y—— for their attention to 


my daughter, during the ſevere indiſpoſition that 


was the companion of her other misfortune ; and, 
if your Grace ſhould ſtill be intereſted in her pre- 
ſervation, you will not think me impertinent that 


trouble you on the ſubject of my acknowledge- 
ments to them; . : „ 
am at laſt arrived to that part of my letter, 


which /ike death has ever been in my view, and like 


death, though protracted, will not be put .— 


I compare myſelf in my preſent undertaking to 
ſome miſerable creature whoſe houſe is in flames, 
and who has no way to eſcape but by the dang 


rous expedient of throwing himſelf off from the 


very top of it; neither have I any way of reſto- 


ring my daughter's reputation -unblemiſhed to your 
Grace and to the world, before whom ſhe has been 


_ publickly dilgraced, but by giving up the cruel 
authorsandcontrivers of her diſgrace; one of which, 
jf it had been poſlible, I would have ſcreened, but 


that one has put it out of my power by his own 
be RS 5) hardineſs 


* 


1 
hardineſs and inflexibility ; J have no path to chuſe 
between the two misfortunes; I therefore ſhall 
keep in that of truth, which, though difficult, is 


frraight, and through which God and my conſcience 


will conduct m. | 
- Terrifick is the picture I am forced to exhibit, 


it muft be a mere body indeed who can look upon 


it unmoved; the deſigners and executors of it ex- 

cepted; a ſoul will be diſcovered in every ſpectator, 
and not a wound ſhallI inflict by {ſympathy or com- 
paſſion, but will ſharpen every pang of my ſelſiſb 
ſorrow. —— I might, my Lord Duke, in ſome 
— ſmall degree have ſpared your heart and my own 
by holding up this picture of horrors in a light as 


little conſpicuous as truth would have permitted 


me to do, but underſtanding that General Gunning 
has thought it proper to deny his having turned my 
darling from his houſe, and on the contrary avows 


on every occaſion that be left it voluntarily, lam 


compelled to bring it forward to the light, ſuch as 
at really is, without conce«/ment and without exapg- 

eration ; this new aflertion impoſes on me additi- 
onal duties, it faſtens on me the nece//ity of expung- 
ing it, for if ſuffered to remain, though every 
thing elſe were done away, ſhe would not be that 


Faulileſt daughter, and that perfect being which 


 "T-#now her to be, and for which 1 pledge my expec- 


_ . tations of all comforts in this world, and all my 


hopes of happineſs in the next. 


As I mean not to apply to report, or to any 


third perſon by hear. ſay, for the explanation of 


Facts, which are to be clearly ſubſtantiated, and 
as General Gunning did not deliver his accuſations, - 


or his mandate, for her departure from his houſe, 
either to my daughter or to myſelf perſonally, but 
to my lifter, to her therefore I now reſign my 
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pen, that ſhe may give the exact words that paſſed 


* 


between General Gunning and herſelf on that 


occaſion. 
Mx Loi Duxz, | Kara Hes, 
Za [have the honour to lay before your 
Grace at the requeſt of my ſiſter Gunning, the 
following particulers of the converſation that paſ- 


ſed between General Gunning and myſelf, on the 
gth of February, reſpecting my niece Miſs Gun- 


ning, and which 1 ſhall be ready to affirm at any 


| time, or in any manner, your Grace ſhall think 
proper to require from me ſuch confirmation. 


have the honour to be, 


Your Grace's obedient ſervant. 


1 


. 8 MN. Minnie. 


Wedneſday, Feb. 9. General Gunning called 
me into his dreſſing- room, I was at the time go- 
ing to him, 10 tell hum that Miſs Gunning had 

been ill the evening before, and that Dr. H 
had been with her at the Dutcheſs of B———'s 
requeſt, which before he ſpoke to me I informed 
him of, but how was I ſhocked to hear him fay, 


that he was not in the leaſt ſurprized at it as ſhe 


had ſuch a load of guilt on her mind; that ſhe 
had forged a letter from the D — of 5 
and alſo thoſe ſuppoſed. to have been written; by 
L—d4 B-——, that ſhe prevented his, General 
Gunning's, groom from going to B——m, and 
had given him the letters which he was to ſay he 
had brought from the D— of- . I aſked 
him how it was poſlible for her to get the ſeals of 
the D— of ———, and of L- dB; his 
anſwer was, ſhe had ſeals of all kinds, and wy 

” : 6 ; | e 


8 8 
ſhe had been at Captain Bowen's lodgings, on 
Sunday morning the 6th, before they gave up 
the two letters to Mrs. Gunning ; I told him 
thoſe letters were not written in Miſs Gunning's 
hand ; his reply was, ſhe could write all forts of 
hands; I then told him that I had an anonymous 
letter yeſterday morning; he faid he knew that 
I had one, and that it came from Captain 
Bowen ; which letter, my Lord, Mrs. Gunning 
has inſerted ; he ſaid, if I would take her keys 
I ſhould find in her box the copies of thoſe very 
letters; that he did not like to ſpeak to Mrs. 
Gunning upon the ſubject as they were on bad 
terms: I did go up as he defired me; ſhocked to 
be ſure ſhe was at the falſehoods her father had 
alledged againſt her, but conſcious innocence did 
not ſuffer her to be difcompoſed ; ſhe gave me 
her keys and I opened her box, in which there 
was no paper or letters, but ſuch as came from 
your Grace's family ; I went again to General 
Gunning and told him there were no ſuch copies 
as he mentioned; then, ſaid he, ſhe muſt have 
burnt them. I told him ſhe was as innocent as 
an-angel, and that ſhe was determined to vindi- 
cate herſelf ; his reply was, that ſhe would then 
be ruined for ever, for that if ſhe did, the D of 


would proſecute her and lay her in priſon _ | 


for life; that the only thing ſhe had to do was, 
to go into the country, or leave England; I re- 
plyed, .the would do neither, that ſhe was deter- 
mined te clear her innocence ; he ſaid that was 
impoſſible, and bid me to watch her, for otherwiſe 
as ſoon as ſhe felt the weight of her guilt ſhe would 
deſtroy herſelf; I had no-patience to hear more, 
and left the room. ; e 
53 l 5 About 


66 ] 

About an hour afterwards, the General went 
out in the coach, and in another hour he ſtopped 
again ab the door in his carriage- and ſent up for 
me ; hethen beckoned me to come into the coach 
which I did; tell my daughter, ſaid he, not to 
go to Argyll-Houſe, for it the attempts it, ſhe 
will not be let in; he again told me ſhe mult go 
into the country or leave England, and I again 
repeated ſhe would do neither, but would ſtay 
and vindicate herſelf; then, ſaid he, ſhe muſt 
quit my houſe. TI left the carriage immediately, 
he called after me, and told me to tell her every 
thing he had faid. I replyed I certainly would, 
and ſo ended all that I can recollect of the conver- 
ſation. There was nothing in General Gun- 
ning's appearance or in his words that ſpoke him 
grieved when he bid me to tell his daughter to 
leave his houſe. CEE 


— 


The taſk, my Lord, again devolves on me, to 
purſue. the detail of miſerable Wedneſday, and 
many ſucceeding days of black complectioned ſor- 
rows IThall not aote require the aid of any pen 
but my wn, becauſe I have been the witneſs of 
every ſcene except that repeated by my ſiſter and of 


which /be only could give an exact relation.ä— The 


approaches of honour are awful, her /eps are mark- 
ed with firmneſs, and her countenance is ſtained 


with no reflection of ſhame when her enemies ſtand, 


forth her accuſers.— not like her unſhaken conſtan- 
cy is the efrontery of guilt; there is nothing awful 


in her afe@ed parade, every uneſtady ſtep the takes 


betrays her character however diſguiſed z and 
5 though 


5 

though ſhe may /ome times and for /ome purpoſes 
attempt to paſs heſelf on others as the friend of ho- 
nour, yet, rather than meet her face to face, ſhe 
will wrap herſelf up in her. own confuſion, and 
ſculk behind her own treaſon —This obſervation, 
my Lord, is not intended as the embelliſber of 
Facts, but to convey them to your Grace with 
more decency of expre//ion than I could do by giving 
the plain and undiſguiſed reaſon why, on the day 
my beloved child was turned from her natural 
home, General Gunning /trenuou/ly avoided the 
ſight of her and of myſelf. My ſimile is tanta- 
mount to every thing that can be /aid on that 
fubject. | | N 
I I was ſitting by the bedſide of my dear injured 
innocent, and holding one of her hands between 
mine, when her aunt came up into the room with 
a face paler than aſhes, and agitated beyond all 
' deſcription, though ſhe evidently endeavoured to 
conceal it—what's the matter with you Auntee 
Peg ( a name which from infancy ſhe has always 
called her by) what makes you put on ſuch a.long 
face? aſked the angel I aid nothing, but my 
heart was not the % alarmed— my love, reply- 
ed her aunt I have had a very extraordinary con- 
verſation with your father; and then with all the 
tenderneſs, and all the caution, that could be ob- 
ſerved on /uch an occaſion, ſhe broke to us the falſe 
accuſations, and the cruel mf cruel meſſages that 
accompanied them pauſe here! my Lord, 
and acknowledge the powers of innocence; for 
had a fngle particle of guilt been at this moment the 
inmate of her bolom' or my own, ſuch a ſentence 
of infamy and baniſbment pronounced from the lips 
of a father and a huſband, muſt have de/rroyed our 
faculties, if not ended our exiſtence ; the blow 
was ſudden, and our perfect innocence made it the 
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that invelope me, I ſhould be much obliged to 


— 


6686) 


mere unexpected, of courſe we were the leſs pre- 
pared for its reception ; yet our faculties were not 


- annihilated, nor were we cruſhed beneath its rui- 


nous preſſure. | 

Herefore, when fiction has guided my pen, my 
heart has been ſoftened by compaſſion, and my 
tears have flowedover diſtrefles of my own creating; 
but Nature has appointed me to a taſk which 1 


am totally incapable of performing — as a mother 


I cannot hold her pencil — the colours alone blind 
me, to lay them on is impoſſible! one expreſſion, 
though I die in the repetition of it ſhall not be with- 


held, and may it touch with agonizing repentance 
the heart of him to whom-1t was addrefled “ 0 


papa I papa! is it yow who falſely accuſe me?“ 


and to her own heaven her eyes were directed, 


Atreaming with the bitter tears of anguith — A good 
God protected me — at that moment a vow iſived 


from my heart which my judgment has ſince 
confirmed, and this letter I am now writing will only 
| ſerve to ſhow with what fteadfa/tneſs 1 am deter- 


mined to perſevere till the whole meaning of that 
vow is unequivocally and fully performed. 
The letters mentioned by my ſiſter, which were 


found in the box of the dear injured innocent 


Martyr, belonging ſolely, my Lord Duke, to 


your Grace's family, and written to her,on a cer- 


zain ſubject, perhaps was you to ſee them, you 
would have wiſhed me to ſuppreſs them — I have 
done it — had I experienced the ſame candour from 


| others, which has marked my conduct to them, 


how different would have been my fate; I ſhould 
have then nothing to complain of. I /corn a mean 
action, or to tread in an intricate path though it 
ſhould lead me to a throne — ſome of the myſteries 


your 
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your Grace if you would have the goodneſs to ex- 
plain. It is only from yourſelf I hope for an ex- 
planation or --expedt it; why were the aifeftionate 
letters ſuppoſed to be written by L-d B-—— to 
my daughter, and which ſhe was afterwards ho- 
nourcd with the reputation of being the inventor 
and the writer of, why were they never permitted 
to be in her own poſeſſion, or even in her hand but 
once, and that for no longer time than ſhe could 
give them a curſory reading? how happens it that 
the four different Expreſſes your Grace ſent to 

| L—d B——— ſhould 2! be under the manage- 
ment of my daughter, who never ſaw the affecti- 
onate letter ſo flattering to herſelf , and ſuppoſed 
to be written by L—d B - till your Grace 
ſhewed it to her at Argyll-Houſe? were they not, 
my Lord, all your own domeſticks, and ſent by 
your. own commands to L—d B—-——? How 
comes it then that ſhe has any ſhare in changit 
or altering thoſe letters ? ſurely her treaſures mu 
be inexhauftible, that ſhe ſhould be able to command 
your Grace ſervants, as well as thoſe of General 
Gunning; and her capacity for intrigue and ma- 
nagement muſt have been very much fuperior to any 
thing that has ever gone before her! Why, my 
Lord, are not the letters and copies of letters, 
that in the fullet confidence of my heart I had the 
honour, at your own requeſt, to convey to your 
hands, why are the letters and from my daugh- 
ter, even to the /malle/t of her notes, why is a letter 
from L—d B—— to @ lady, whom neither your 
Grace's family or my own has the honour to be con- 
netted with, why are they not all returned? 
General Gunning can have xo intereſt in any thi 
that concerns myſelf or my daugbter. The 9 
of February ſaw us ſeparated for ever and for ever. 
. F 3 it 
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It is mo certain that I was not commanded to leave 
his houſe on that day, the General is 4% good a 
manager of his fortune, and has earned that fortune 
by too many ſacrifices, to have given me a claim, 
by the laut of my country, to any part of it. 
No, to do him jaſtice, the act of leaving his houſe 
was entirely my own, and if by having done fo ! 
ſhould lay myſelf under the cenſure of folly, I have 


only this to ſay in my defence, that I rather choſe 


to follow an ANGEL than to remain with the very 
reverſe of an ANGEL. wx" 405% 

Nothing that I can ſay of General Gunning's 
prudence aud Economy, in regard to money mitters, 
which are not in a more flouriſhing ſtate than at 
any time fince I have had the Honour of bein 


numbered in his houſehold ſuite, can be ſet down 


to the /core of fiattery,; who will not ſuſpect me of 
even exaggeration in this particular, and, moſt 
diſtinguiſhed of all his merits. when I aſſure your 
Grace that, at the moment he diveſted himſelf 
of ſo heavy an incumbrance as the maintenance of 
a wife and a daughter, he loſt nothing but their 
duty, their love, and their good opinion; on the 
ſcore of, money he was a gainer; for, with un- 


common addreſs, by borrowing, that /ame week, 


from the narrow purſe of his generous ſuſpectin 
daughter, the whole of her little} ſtock, che fir 
loan /e guineas, the laſt a bank note value twen- 


— end 
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ſingle ſolitary guinea, between them both ; my ſiſter 
| wes not quite ſo ill provided, and, like the children 


tpeunds, he contrived to diſmiſs them with one 


of Urael, in more reſpects than one, we had no ſepa- 
\rat intereſt, and the means of one become the 


means of all. The next day, indeed, General Gun- 
ning war lo-very humane as not only to ſend me 2 
fifty pound bank note, but 4%½ a letter containing 
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his gt friendly advice, that we ſhould go and 
ſettle in Italy ;. had I condeſcended to have made any + 
anſwer to this, advice, it ſhould have been only 
in 'theſe words — THE WICKED FLEETH WHEN 
NO MAN PURSUETH BUT THE RIGHTEOUS IS AS 
BOLD AS A LION.” | r 
Although I have ſuppreſſed ten thouſand times 
more than I have expretied, yet 1 believe l have 
ſaid enough to make your Grace ſuppoſe, 'I ſhould . 
not think it an augmentation of my misfortunes 
to reſign to the principal author of them; if it was 
in my power, the-honour of his name, and the 
title of his 2oife, the power of commencing /uch 
an action, and the proofs to ſupport it I am poſſeſſed 
of, but I am not poſſeſſed ot the legt inclination 
or intention to take advantage of thoſe proofs; . 
and I will hone/tly tell your Grace the reaſon, for 
my otherwiſe unacountable lenity ; truth has been 
declared a /ibe/, and as it is not impoſſible, but be- 
fore my vow is fully accompliſhed, I may be forced 
to enter on circumſtances where I ſhall hold it 
neceſſary to ſpeak very plain truths, then I may 
find it rather more convenient to be a married than 
a ngle woman; it is only to ſcreen my/elf, and 
not to ſubject him to damages that I have taken 
up this reſolution ; for it is his partners alone that 
will at any time be the objects of my animadver/tons ; 
and from the reſentment of his partners and 
friends, however high, or however. low, he can 
have nothing to fear ; ſurely his partners and his 
friends will not come on him for my poor treſ- 
paſſes. 8 N 
lam naturally, my Lord, of a chezrful diſpo- 
ſition, and as thoſe ſorrows that have overtaken 
my darling and myſelf are not the HHſprings of our 
oron conduct, they have only knocked at the _ 
| 10 


L 72 1 
of our hearts and aſked for 0 5 there, but 


finding every apartment occupied by innocence, 
and her ſober family, they now without intirely 
forſaking us, come, with a leſs ſevere aſpect, and 
have not pilfered any thing that belongs to us or 
to innocence. p DT | 
However I may, to prevent my ſpirits from 


| Cinkin g below the ſtandard requiſite to ſupport me 


in my preſent employment, /ometimes venture to 
deliver my /erious ſentiments, under the light 
garb of raillery, or ob/cure them in ſimile, ſtill they 
are not the leſs authentic for being thus. diſguiſed; 
a harmleſs diſguiſe, it ſurely may be called; for 
ſtripped of thoſe coverings, the ſentiments them- 
ſelves might have appeared in a more reproaching 
form to a who have been concerned in creating 


them — my meaning is very much the ſame wick 


_ that of a tooth drawer, there is ſomething wrong 
in the head of his patient, there is certainly ſome- 


thing alſo wrong in the heart af my patient, this 


wrong muſt be made right, and in the very gſence 
of mercy we both try to conceal, as much as we 
can, the operatical inſtrument, whilſt, with the 
. ̃ AA 5 

Loth, as I am, to turn back again to Wedneſ- 
day, the gth of February, its further claims to the 
notice of your Grace are not to be reſſted; this 
protecting husband and this ſheliering father, un- 
touched by remor/e, impenetrable to the feelings 
of nature ; having left his commands for removing 
from his houſe the moſt valuable gem that a parent 
ever poſſeſſed, and the brighteſt ornament his 
high family have ever boaſted — without a tear 
— without a figh — without even aſking how 
ſhe had ſuſtained the weight of woe his invention 


ben deſign in the world, we are putting them to 


i 
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had forged, and his fa cruelty forced upon 
her; He left her, and he 77 her for 3 to Aber, 
or to /iruggle under it, as chance might direct — 
miſtaken man! it was not chance that preſided 
over the deſtiny of 4 being like this — ſhe had not 
diſgraced the work of her maker — the immaculate 


ureneſs with which ſhe came from his hands 


d never been ſullied— the could with confi- 


dence look up to him for protection, and he pro- 


tected her. 128 
With all her calmneſs of ſoul, and fortitude 
that I have never ſeen equalled, for many hours 


it was.impoſſlible to move her from the ſpot where 


the /ightning ſtruck her; and it was near ſeven 
o' clock in the evening before we could, with 


any-degree of ſafety to her precious life, drag her 


from St. James's-Place to Pall-Mall, where a 


houſe, of her dear and almoſt only friend, was 
made ready for her reception — before we changed 
our abode of miſery, for that hoſpitable retreat, 


General Gunning's groom aſked to ſpeak to me; 
believe it was between four and five o'clock in 
the afternoon, and her phyſician was then with 
my ſuffering angel; I went into another room and 
ſent for him up; I do not exaggerate when I tell 


your Grace that I was /tartled when he opened the 
door and ſtood before me in the attitude of guilt 


perſonified in all his horrors ; Ilooked full at him, 
as I ſhonld have done had an evil ſpirit, or Cap- 
tain Bowen himſ2/f, been the object of my ſcrutiny; 


I aſked what he wanted to ſay to me, and repeat- 
ed my queſtion more than once before the wretch, - 


og he did attempt to ſpeak, could make me 
a coherent anſwer ; his eyes were fixed on the 
carpet, his face had not the veſtige of life*s blood 
in 
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of our hearts and aſked for 1585 there, but 8 


finding every apartment occupied by innocence, 
and her ſober family, they now without intirely 


forſaking us, come, with a leſs ſevere aſpect, and 


have not pilfered any thing that belongs to us or 


to innocence. | | 


However I may, to prevent my ſpirits from 
ſinking below the ſtandard requiſite to ſupport me 
in my preſent employment, /ometimes venture to 


deliver my /erious ſentiments, under the light 
garb of raillery, or obſcure them in ſimile, ſtill they 
are not the leſs authentic for being thus. diſguiſed; 
a harmleſs diſguiſe, it ſurelyj may be called; for 
ſtripped of thoſe coverings, the ſentiments them- 


ſelves might have appeared in a more reproaching 


form to al who have been concerned in creating 


them — my meaning is very much the fame with 
that of a tooth drawer, there is ſomething wrong 
in the head of bis patient, there is certainly ſome- 
thing alſo wrong in the heart af my patient, this 

wrong muſt be made right, and in the very efence 


of mercy we both try to conceal, as much as we 
can, the operatical inſtrument, whilſt, with the 


beft deſign in the world, we are putting them to 


Loth, as I am, to turn back again to Wedneſ- 
day, the gth of February, 'its fnrther c/aims to the 
notice of your Grace are not to be re/iſted ; this 
protecting Huſband and this ſbeltering father, un- 


touched by remorſe, impenetrable to the feelings 


of nature ; having left his commands for removing 


from his houſe the moſt valuable gem that a parent 


ever poſſeſſed, and the brighteſt ornament his 


High family have ever boaſted — without a tear 


— without a ſigh — without even aſking how 
the had ſuſtained the weight of woe his OI 


/ 
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had forged, and his fa cruelty forced upon 
her; He left her, and he 7 her for ao to ait, 
or to Htruggle under it, as chance might direct — 
miſtaken man! it was not chance that preſided 
over the deſtiny of 4 being like this — ſhe had not 
diſgraced the work of her maker — the immaculate 


ureneſs with which ſhe came from his hands 


d never been ſullied— ſhe could with confi- 


dence look up to him for protection, and he pro- 


tected her. 


With all her calmneſs. of ſoul, and. fortitude - 
that I have never ſeen equalled, for many hours 
it was impoſſible to move her fromthe ſpot where 
the /ightning ſtruck her; and it was near ſeven © 


o'clock in the evening before we could, with 


any degree of ſafety to her precious life, drag her 


from St. James's-Place to Pall-Mall, where a 


houſe, of her dear and almoſt only friend, was 
made ready for her reception— before we changed 
our abode of miſery, for that hoſpitable retreat, 


General Gunning's groom aſked to ſpeak to me; 
I believe it was between four and five o'clock in 


the afternoon, and her phyſician was then with 


my ſuffering angel; I went into another room and 
ſent for him up; I do not exaggerate when I tell 


your Grace that I was /tartled when he opened the 
door and ſtood before me in the attitude of guilt 


perſonified in all his horrors ; I looked full at him, 
as I ſhould have done had an evil ſpirit, er Cap- 
tain Bowen /imſe/f, been the object of my ſcrutiny; 


I aſked what he wanted to ſay to me, and repeat- 


ed my queſtion more than once before the wretch, 


though he did attempt to ſpeak, could make me 


a coherent anſwer ; his eyes were fixed on the 


carpet, his face had not the veſtige of.life's blood 
in 


j 
0 


2 


„ 
in it; and I am ſure he could not have ſtood had 
he not ſupported himſelf againſt the door; at 
laſt, without daring to lift up his eyes, he mum- 
bled ſomething about his having been with your 
Grace that morning, that now he had diſcovered 


all, and he hoped Maſter, Madam, and Miſs 


would do very well again; be ſaid ſomething 
about his | Ma/zr*s having ſent him, but what ! 
did not underſtand at the time, of courſe cannot 
remember it now, this was 00 great a tryal for my 
patience, and I commanded the villain from my 
preſence. 4 


Oh! my Lord, many, even many more than 


have ventured to ſhew themſelves in the igt, 


have been the enemies of my child and of me, in 
this moſt barbarous aſſaſſination of our reputations, 
and of our peace; if the molt ingfenſive lives 
could have ſecured us an unmoliſted patlage through 
this vale of at belt negative happineſs, e had a 
right to expect it, but there is a deadly reaſon that 


_ Jurks at the bottom of this miſchief; jealouſy, envy, 
and avarice have not been idle; ſearch out it 


concealed, this deeply buried, cauſe of our affficti- 


ons; do it, my Lord, as you expect peace at hat 


moment to ich we are all arriving, for an omiſ- 


lion like this, angels, who had the charge of exe- 
cuting it would be accountable; | 

My daughter was ſo ill after ſhe was removed 
t oPall-Mall, Wedneſday, that though Iwas dererni- 
ned to leave her, as ſoon as I had feen her ſafely 
lodged, on very particular buſineſs in which the 


was herſelf concerned, yet I could not do it, till 


I faw her more compoſed. and afleep, which was 
not till four in the morning, under the fender care 


of her q fectionale aunt; I then prevailed on my- 


ſelf to quit her apartment, and in Nventy- four hours 


began 
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I began and compleated a journey of a hundred 
and forty miles, without raking off my clothes 
for two nights, or any refreſhment whatever, but 
one glaſs of water and one of wine; I mention 
this circumſtance, not becauſe I have any pleaſure 
in egotiſm, but as a tribute to Divine Providence, 
and that others of my defenceleſs ſex may know 
where to. repoſe their confidence when they are 
opprefled with afflictions as I was, linking under 
bodily complaints as I va, and forſaken as I was; 
I ſpeak from convidtion, from experience, and who- 
ever applies to the ſame ſource for af/i/tance and 
protection that I have done, will never find them- 
ſelves diſappointed. | : * 

When I returned to Pall-Mall, Thurſday the 
toth, at half after four in the morning, I found 
my heart's darling much worſe than when I left 
her: ſhe had been bled, but ſeeing me come back 
well, and in ſafety, all her anxiety ſubſided, and 
ſhe had a retreſhing ſleep of ſome hours — the 
day on which I was out of town, the day on 
which ſhe was dangerouſly ill, the very day follow- 
ing that ever to be /tigmatiſed for deeds of com- 
plicated wickedneſs and complicated diftrefſes, the 
corroding withered fruits of that contrived wicł- 
edneſs, was the day that General Gunning,” whom 
Providence had honoured with the title of her 
father, but which name he had himſelf diſhonoured 
beyond a poſſibility of ever. reclaiming it, made 
choice of to dine and ſup atithe houſe of one of Lis 
friends, where his daughter. had been invited, but 
had not accepted the invitation; and, indeed, ſince 
that time 1 underſtand dinners; ſuppers, private 
parties, and public aſſemblies, have occupied all 
the hours of this extrazrainary father, except thoſe 

that 


[ 
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that are dedicated to the further deſtruction of his 
moſt amiable, unoffending, and me/t innocent 
daughter. 

Accuſations of ſo prepofierens a nature, compoſed 
of forgeries, bribery, falſehoods, contrivances, and 
confummate vanity, were not taxes that virtue and 
honour would - ſubmit to pay, though invented, 
laid on and ſupported by im, whoſe authority, 
like Tippoo Sultan , had never before been di/e- 
beyed or diſputed ; the. refidence of honour and 
virtue was in the chaſte boſom of my daughter, 
they directed her where to 2 for juſtice, and 
for judgment ; it was not to the courts of men, it 
was to that tribunal before which all men and al! 
women too muſt account, not only for their action: 
but for the motives of them, and the bleſſed Evan- 
geliſts were called upon by their indiſputable evi. 
dence to atteſt her innocence. When the took 
the /acred pledge in her feady hand, and with 
angelic compoſure of countenance and of voice, 
carried it to lips uncontaminated by falſehood, | 


triumphed in the adorable object of my heart, and 


at that moment I could have received but one addi- 
tional gratification, which would have been to have 
had all ber enemies ſpectators of the ſcene before 
me. Of thoſe atteſtations there were four au- 
thenticated to the ſame purpoſe and in the ſame 
words, one of them addreſſed thus For my 
Father, his Grace the Duke of Argyll, Lord 
Frederick Campbell, General Conway, and An- 
drew Stuart, Eſq. — was ſent the ſame day, 
Monday the 14th of February, directed to your 


Grace at Argyll-Houſe ; another of them was 


conveyed to the D— and D— of M „4 
rg forwar ped to I— d B-———, the fourth 
To remains 


l 


remains in my ooffellion, 3 
here annex, -a8 the moſt proper _ of my wetter | 
to which it can be affixed. 


Acenſations alledged _ 
againſ# me. 


I. 1 am l of 
having written letters 
in the name of the 
D— of M- , and 
of L— — and 
alſo of writing eh 
mous letters. 


| 


II. I am fe of 


pong to Mrs. Bowen's 


on Sunday 


= eln of February 
about the for * 
produced by 


copy of which I ſhalt 


My anſwers on oath. 


* 


I. I never have writ- 


ten, or cauſed to be 


written, any letter, or 
note, in my whole life, 
in a diſguiſed hand, by 
a fictitious name, 
2NOFINOUS. | 


II. I never was in 
Mrs. Bowen's lodgings 


— 


in my life; I never 


been at my father's 


and never 


without my mama or 
my aunt being preſent. 


HI. I am accuſed of 
having bribed - papa's 


I never wrote her a note 


or a letter in my life; 
I never ſpoke to her 
confidentially on any 
ſubject whatever. 1 


III. I never ſpoke 
to papa's groom, or 
ca 


met her by appoint- 
ment, or by chance, at 
any third place; the 
only place in which 1 
have ever feen her has 


houſe or in my father's 
carriage, 
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of M—— 
rative of my writing. 
which I had drawn out 

at the requeſt of papa 
for the purpoſe (as he 


— 1 ==. 
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groom, not to go to 
Blenheim with a letter 


from papa to the D— 
, and a nar- 


ſaid) of being ſent to 
D— and D 
the groom, not really 
to go to Blenheim, but 


to. ſay he had been there 


and to deliver, as com- 
ing from the D— of 
M 


of 
- that I bribed 


, 2 letter that 
1 had given him for 
that purpoſe. 


— 


cauſed him to be ſpoken 
to, prior to, or on the 
ſubject of his journey to 
Blenheim; I gave him no 
orders whatever, or any 
letter whatever, or any 


bribe whatever; I be- 


lieved he had been at 
Blenheim, and that the 
letter he brought back 
was from the D— of 
M—-. ; and 1 felt 
happy and grateful” for 


the honour. his Grace 


had done me. 


The following preamble was affixed by my 


daughter, and written by herſelf, immediately 
after the accuſations and her anſwers to them, 


and before the awful oath was adminiſtered to 


- 


her: 


As T may perhaps from my time of life be ſup- 
poſed not to underſtand the nature of the ſolemn 


| oath I am about to take to atteſt my innocence of 

the above charges, I beg to aſſure the magiſtrate 
Who ſhall adminiſter the oath to me and th 

neſſes preſent, that I know, on the truth of what 


e wit- 


I aflert depends my character in this world and 


my everlaſting ſalvation in the world to come. 


The oath being adminiſtered by William Hyde, 
Eſq: one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the peace, 


0 and 
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and witneſſed by two gentlemen of probity, Was 
ſigned by herſelf, E. GunniNnG. 


Your Grace may perhaps think theſe particulars 


are an anneceſſury tax on your patience ; if I have 
committed an error have the goodneſs to pardon 
it merely on theſe conſiderations ; that I am re- 


duced to the humiliating neceſſity of removing 


the artificial ſtains malice and ca/umny have thrown, 
allow me to add, moſt wulgarly heaped on the 
character of a young unprotected creature, whoſe 
heart and actions will appear more critically correct 
the more and the nearer they are examined into; 


that l am now doubly her parent, for though her 


father lives he is no longer her. father; that I am a 
woman cut of from every paſſible reſource of con- 
ſulting wi/e and ſubtle heads, how I am to have 
my injuries redreſſed; and laſt of all, I confeſs 


myſelf, though ſuch a confeſſion may be added 


to the ſcore of my faults, an offended, I will uſe 
a ſtill ſtronger expreſſion and fay I am an ee 
rated mother. 


Sunday night, the 12th of February, at half an 


hour after twelve, and juſt fourteen hours preced- i 


ing the angel's atteſtation, which ſo fully evinces 
the nature of her acquaintance with Mrs. Bowen, 


that plotting gent/ewoman, not ſatisfied with the 


part ſhe had ſo kindly undertaken, and fo ſpeedily 


diſpatched, of aſſiſting to make a married man 


into a bachelor, and a father childleſs, by helping 


him to clear his houſe of all matrimonial incum- 


brances. without conſidering how neceflary it was 


that we ſhould be allowed a little breathing time 


in Pall-Mall, before ſhe again moleſted us with her 
_ ohos of nonſenſe and miſchief, ſhe honoured the 


dear ſufferer at the above houſe with the following 
ingenious compolition, delivered at my door by a 
| | chairman, 


. . 


be Mall ſee none but myſelf till ev 


[ s 1 


chairman, who ſaid he brought. it from the ich: | 


bourhood of May-fair ; I ſhall give your Grace 
the copy of-this letter as it lies pins me, marked 


* : 


| Directed. 
ik Guining 49 Pall Mall. 
If you are not quite loſt to every natural * 
for your unhappy parents, through your means 
diſunited, you will inſtantly e gf your fally to to 
your df mother, and no longer perſiſt in what will 
inevitably plunge you into diſgrace. —Though you 
have made a dupe of your mother and aunt you 
cannot of the world —I "ſhall not upbraid yeu with 
the part you have acted in regard to myſelf and 
Mr. B. I leave that to your own conſcience— 
any thing on my part that will be the means of 
uniting you all, conſiſting with truth and honour 
vou may depend on; if you are not equal to the 
taſk of telling your folly to your mother let me 


_. Know in what manner I ſhall. As the fancere 


friend of all I will do all in my power; for God 
fake let it be immediately before the world hears 
any more on the fubjet—I am convinced your 
heart is good and have only be led by — £0 


you are diſpoſed to make your family A Ranpy come 
to me inflantly and tell me what I -fh do, you 
affair is ſettled 


to make you all happy be not {hy of coming to 
me 1 will receive you with the 5 

Mection, and hope you will always conſider me as 
22 Jon ncere friend—your father will be induced to 
| ps that muſt for. ever hurt you in the 
EE 2 the world (as now his own character 


at A: the 8 of — ale will not 
be 


ereft love and 
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be ſulficier* to protect you againſt the opinion of 
the world, beſides at her time of life in the courſe. 
of nature er, live long, how much more 
reſpectable will you appear in the world protected 


by your father - your preſent ſituation only 
will make you the ridicule of the town, conſult 
your reaſon and your judgment and follow the 


dictates of your heart, which I am ſure will lead 


you to act with ſincerity and affection to your very 


unhappy parants. For God ſake let all matters be 8 


as ſoon as poſſible accommodated, for all your 


mutual advantage; read this twice with attention 
and let me have a line to inform me you will act 
according to my earne/# wiſhes for all your happi- 


neſs, but remember 70 time is to be oſt, Come to 


me, my dear couſin, inſtantly, and let us conſult , 
what is to be done for your happineſs and how 


— enn . 
An, * 2 
Ge ee 33535 | 


F, 


I bare ſent Mr: B——one of the way on- 


purpoſe. WE. 


- * * 
2 . £11,348 


e bal bel lr 4 a 


have been denyed to every one who' called : 
on me, and would not go out leſt I ſhould be 


aſked an ay queſtions concerning you, vhilſt I 
ſaw a poſ bility of making up matter. 1 5 a 


End of Mrs. Bowen's letter. 
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UDndeſerving, my Lord, as the above letter 


is of your notice on the ſcore of its own intrinſick 


merit, and-contemptible as I hold the writer of it, 
yet it may be made the ground work of a few 
obſervations, that, in a ſmall degree, may eluci- 
date the ſubject on which I have now the honou 
of addreſhng your Grace: c 


On the envelope of the letters, delivered by 
her ſervant to me When I called at her lodgings, 
Sunday the 6th of February, if your Grace will 
give yourſelf the trouble to look back on that 
envelope, I think you will find theſe words: — 
I encloſe you what gave room to my ſuſpicions 
„ regarding my coufin.“ Sypicions is rather a 


vague expreilion for fads, which but the evening 
before were announced with certainty, and con- 


"firmed by oaths; and feem to be equally a contra- 

diction to this her ſecond letter addreſſed to my 
daughter; as by the importance of her ſtyle, and 
the immenſity of her advice, one cannot but ſuppoſe 


the poor culprit was entirely in her power — With 


what /everity ſhe condemns, and with how much 
lenity the acquits in the ſame inſtant, is amazingly 
curious; the has diſgraced herſelf, ſhe has made 
her parents «unhappy, yet Mrs. Bowen is convinced 
ſhe has a good heart. — She has duped her mother 
and her aunt, deceived Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, 
and is left by that pious lady to the tings of her 
own conſcience; good woman! ſhe is too cha- 
ritable to upbraid her: —No, ſhe is her dear 
_ couſin, and Mrs. Bowen the ſincereſt of her 
friends.—She invites her — will receive her 
with the ſincergſt love and affeftion, yet dares to 
treat her as a criminal the leaſt of whoſe miles 
55 I have 
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I have ſeen her play the been and act the /yco- 
phant in the hope of attracting. — She threatens 
her with the ſteps her father means to take againit 
her, and gives for the reaſon that his own charac- 
ter is now at fake, — This is by no means the caſe, 
for it has ſuffered execution. She invites her to 
the protection of thit father. — She bids her read 
her letter twice, and with atfention — We have 
done more, we have read it a {core of times, and 
to . attention always have added admiration. 

She defires her to conſult her reaſon and her 
Judgment ; this is 'a trifling error, becauſe if the 
had not the honour of repoſing her confidence in 
Mrs. Bowen, the advice is preſuming and imper- 
tinent ; and if ſhe had choſen Mrs. Bowen for her 
confidante in an affair where cleverneſs was cer- 
tainly an indiſpenſi e requiſite, the choice itſelf of 
ſuch a confidential friend, would have explained 
that ſhe had neither reaſon or judgment to which ſhe 
could apply for council. „ 
Having attempted the diſſection of this body of 
treaſon, and perhaps like ſome of the profeſſion 
 ſhewn more ill than tenderneſs in performing the 
operation, I ſhall for the preſent turn away from 
the ſubject it{elf, and take it up again at my own 
convenient leiſure. I make no, apology to you, 
my Lord, for my ſeverity, but, if you think one 
at all neceflary, your Grace will have no difficulty 
to find it in the next article. 

Tueſday the 15th of February two queſtions 
ſtated on paper, and written by the hand of 2 
father with all the co/dneſs of a ftoick, and all the 
crooked turnings and windings of the law, were, 
prefented to 15 daughier, and that daughter his 
only, his meritorious child; to tell her that he had 
| e _ . feen 
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ſeen her atteſtation, and to aſk if ſhe would confeſs 
that ſhe was at Mrs. Bowen's lodgings, Sunday 
the 6th of February, and there wrote wo letters; 
not her words whether ſhe had not added the 
horrible crime of perjury to all the enormous 
charges of guilt and meanneſſes he had inhumanly 
conjured up againſt her; and theſe queſtions, ſo 
ſhocking in their purport, were preſſed upon her 
when be was ſinking under her afflictions, and 
when the ſtate of her health would ſcarcely per- 
mit me to entertain a hope that God would any 


longer continue to me the bleſſing 1 had received 


from his bounty. I had prepared my heart for 
obedience to his will ; and the conſummation of 
her glory; — Was this à time for additional 
cruelties !! If I ſay more I may ſay too much. 
Friday, February the eighteenth, ' another 
extraordinary effort was made by the IN-HUMANE 
SOCIETY, but with what den I have not been 
able to fathom; indeed all zheir plots are unfathom- 
able; but the completion. of them is diſtinctly to 
be ſeen, fwimming on the ſurface of their deep 
ocean of contfivances. — T think it was about one, 
or between one and two o'clock, in the afternoon, 
that the ſervant went to the door on hearing a 
double knock; I bad before ordered that no body 
but ſuch as I named ſhould at any time be admit- 


_ ted; and no letters or note taken in that came by 
chairmen, the penny-poſt, or family ſervants; 


notwithſtanding this caution, on ſeeing a ſtranger 
.who looked very like a gentleman, and who aſked 
very civilly if Mrs. Gunning was at home, the 
man who went to the door gave him admittance, 
and brought up his meſſage, which was to requeſt 
that he might be allowed to ſee me for ſive mi- 

bes ; T9 nutes, 
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nutes, I was angry with my ſervant for what 
he had done, refuſed to ſee the man, and deſired 
he might be told I faw no company. In a few 
minutes I had a ſecond meſſage, to ſay that he 
came from Lady Lumm, and had ſomething to tell 
me from her Ladyſhip. I gave no credit to this 
tale, but deſired, if Lady Lumm had any thing 
particular to ſay to me, ſhe would do me the ho- 
nour to ſend me her commands in writing, and 
that the gentleman would give me no further 
trouble; but the ſervant, who had let him in, 
did not find it quite ſo eaſy to get him out again; 
he inſiſted more than ever on ſeeing me, he ſaid he 


| was a phyſician and his name Smith; that Lady 


Lumm, having heard I was in a very bad ſlate of 
health, had wiſhed me to conſult him,; and that 
he waited on me at her requeſt. My anſwer was 
Kill a negative, with thit addition, that I was 
much obliged to Lady Lumm for her goodneſs, 
and alſo. to Doctor Smith for the trouble he had 
2 himſelf, but could not accept their intended 
avour; being by great good fortune under the 
direction of a phyſician on whoſe judgment I 
intirely depended. Doctor Smith, or whatever 
elſe was his real name, was 00 good an agent to 
_ theſe who had employed him to drop his deſigns 
whilſt there was a chance of his ſucceeding in 
them; but on the laſt meſſage being delivered, 
he appeared much diſappointed and mortified, 
and giving up the character of a phy/ician, he tryed 
to get admittance to me under that ofa megiator; 
he ſaid the truth was, that he was come on the 
unhappy diſunion that had taken place in General 
Gunning's family, and that if I would but fee him 
for five minutes, he could tell me ſomething 115 
8 5 e 


t 8 1 


he was ſure would give me dor ſatisfaction, or 
would I ſuffer him at leaſt to ſend me up a note? 
I would neither ſee him or receive a note from him 
was the anſwer I ſent down; finding I was deter- 
mined, he at laſt went out of the houſe menacing 
me to the ſervants, that I ſhould certainly repent 
my obſtinacy, and many expreſſions of elaborate 
and impertinent pity for the unhappy ſituation of 
poor Miſs Gunning. — This was the /a/? diſturbance 

purſuers could give me whilſt we remained in 
Pall-Mall; for the next morning, Saturdiy the 
19th we removed to St. James's, Street. 

From the 19th to the 23d of February, whe- 
ther our tormenters were themſelves tired of their 
hard duty, and required a /hort reſpite, or whe- 
ther they had not found out to what houſe we 
were removed, I am not able to decide; but we 


had the comfort of remaining quiet and unmo- 


leſted for that little ſpace. 
On the evening of the 23d of February, a per- 
L ſon, the reſpetability of whoſe name and charac- 
ter opened my doors when they were ſhut to 
others of a different deſcription, did me the honour 
of calling, and left in my hands copies of fix 
affidavits, ſworn to by ſix of General Gunning's 
friends. —Why a gentleman, who has the honour of 
bearing his Maje/ty's commiſſion, I mean Captain 
Bowen, and why 1 gentl-woman, I mean Cap- 
tain Bowen's wife, {ſhould join their names, with 
names ſo much inferiour to their own, allowing, 
| as on the preſent occaſion it muſt be allowed, 
that in point of Honour and moral honeſty, all in- 
equality was done away, yet the combination of 
names alone can no otherwiſe be accounted for 
than by the /ingularity of the caſe, on which their 
mitua * were b and thoſe fort of far 
| mily 
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mil feelings, againſt which honour has no fence, nor 
diſbonour any bounds ; if your Grace will beſtow a 
moment of reflection on the meſſage delivered to 
me, with the afidavits, and which I thall ſtate with 
my uſual exactneſs, you will perceive, my Lord, 
have not raiſed up an opinion without being able 
to ſhew that it is built on a good foundation.—In 
the meſſage was contained the following propefals 
from General Gunning :* That if I would ſuppreſs 
the letter I meant to have the honour of pre- 
ſenting to your Grace, he would ſuppreſs the 
ſix affidavits, the copies of which he had ſent 
me; but on the contrary, if Iperiiſted, the day on 
which my letter was publiſhed, his collection of 
affidavits would be publiſhed alſo. 
Here, indeed, is àa houſe divided againſt ite; 
a father againſt his awn child, and à wife\againiſt 
| her huſband ; a fault mu be ſomewhere. Let this 
falling houſe, my Lord, be examined; let the de. 
fective part be made vjſible, or the whole may be 
deſtroyed. Whether the ſentence falls on him or 
on me it is my petition that heaven will alone 
prop and ſupport that part of it which has yufiice for 
its baſis, and whoſe ornaments are #ruth, pity, and 
fon, ; | | 
Ehe meſſage, ſent by General Gunning and de- 
livered to me, being a verbal one, the bearer of 
it received not only from my lips, but from the 
very foundation of my heart, to be conveyed to Ge- 
neral Gunning, the following reply :—That 1 re. 
_ Fuſed his propoſals, and was not intimidated by his 
threats; that the innocence of his daughter /bould 
be exemplified, and as I was conſcious the power of 
publiſhing, or ſuppreſſing, centered entirely in 
myſelf, on the penalty of my life to be forfeited, 
the hour before, or the hour after the publication 
of my letter to your Grace, I would moſt _— 
| | 0 fully 


1 
fully perſiſt in my fixed and unalterable determina- 
tion. 
The next evening, the AY the ſame perſon 
made me another viſit on the ſame errand, and 
received the fame anſwer; together with the co- 


pies of the affidavits delivered to me, with the 


threat of having them publiſhed, was alſo tied up 
the copies of a ms curious and notable letter pro- 
duced and fworn to by my. daughter's moſt /ancere 
Friends and dear couſins, Captain and Mrs. Bowen; 
to the latter of whom it was addreſſed by Miſs 
Gunning ar lege, as does appear ſtated and ſet 
forth in their affidavits.—I will lay the contents of 
this Jetter before your Grace. You will have the 
goodneſs, my Lord Duke, not to 1% on my pro- 
ducing a date to my daughter's epi/tle, that is not 
in my power to do; becauſe when Mrs. Bowen 


indited it, ſhe either forgot to give it a particular 


date or, what is more likely, ſhe thoug ht the day 
and the hour when it was written wank ſwabs 

purpoſe better ; however, there are ſuch a /arge 
family of Tueſdays in the Circle of time, that I can 
give your Grace zo direction by which you may 
Ind out the birth of this illegitimate PRO Pro- 
ae by the Captain's _ 


3 Cory. of 2 LaTTER FE to by Caran and 
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„ - - Eight o'dock Tuekiay: 
2 YOU will, my Dear Mrs. Bowing, be 


ſurpriſed at receiving a note from me ſo early, 
but when I tell you my motive von will I am 
ſure interceed with Mr Bowen to *pardon the 
„„ | | ha. 
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liberty I am going to take and grant my requeſt.” 


Iwill tell you in a very few words the ſituation I 
have for ſome time been in. Mama weded to 
Ld B—-—— thought every thing he did right 
while I was merely a cypher in th affair 
and indeed to tell you the truth that was the "only 
light I wiſh'd to be conſiderd in for tho I acknow- 
ledge him to be very amiable my heart refuſed 


him any ſhare in it as it has been long devoted to 


another within this week I have gaind papa fo 


far on my fide as to repreſent to him that I was 


diſpleaſd with the conduct of Ld B—— and as 
he. has a natural affection for the perſon intergſted 
in my application he the more readily joined ne and 
three days ago wrote at my poſitive requeſt to the 


D of: to fell him I was not ſatisfied 


with Ld B and in the moſt handſome man- 
ner wiſhd to break off all further connection the 
. D— of —— wrote a letter which we received 
yeſterday and of which I encloſe you the copy 
and beg you will have the goodneſs to aſk- Mr. 
Boying to write it of fair for me as I wrote it 
from memory and wiſh to ſend it to a friend of 
mine this evening by the poſt pray tell him my 
ſtory but ſave me as much as you can if I could 


preſent Ld L— to you he would be an apo- 
logy for every thing I have dune neither papa or I 


have courage to tell mama this for ſhe deteſts the 
perfon deareſt to me on earth I am ſure I may de- 
pend en your not telling her any part of this letter 
I ſhould have ſpoken to you laſt night but I found 
had not courage. do not ſend any note or 
meſſage to this Houſe about the contents of this 
letter I will ſend to you about two o'clock for 
the copy I hope Mr. Bowing will have the 


goodneſs | 


« % 
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goodneſs to ſend me I would call but that I am to 
de all the morning at Argyll houſe I write in 
fuch a hurry I do not believe you will be able to 
ven this. 
Ever yours _— 
(COPY. ) | 


This is the paper writing marked with hs b 


© letter (B) mention'd and referr'd to in the affi- 
* davit of EsSEX BOWEN, Eſq. this day 1 
© before me, 24th February, 1791. 
(Signed) 3 Wa Leeds. 
1 A COPY) 


_ Theſe, my Lord, are the whole of the contents 
of the paper before me; and I have only to in- 
treat of your Grace, that you will compare them 
with Mrs. Bowen's converſation with me on Sa- 
turday the 5th of February, and with the letters 
delivered to me at the door of her lodgings on 

Sunday the 6th. 

I have but the following 0 to relate, 
with which at leaſt for the preſent 1 mean to trou- 
ble your Grace. 

_ The In-Humane-Society, finding my reſolution 

of appealing to your Grace, not to be moved by 

common efforts, and that the bugbear affidavits, 


and the more contemptible letter involed with them, 


had not even made me change my countenance, 
much 4% my purpoſe: they had recourſe to enter- 
prifes of ſo bold a nature, as plainly From fue. the 
Borrort they were under at the very idea of ſtanding 
before your Grace in their proper colours; this 
deed f deſperation, a gentler name it does not 

deſerve, 
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deſerve, was attempted, but very poorly executed, 

' on the evening ofFriday the 25th of February, 
between the hours of ſeven and eight; it was the 
very night after I had confirmed my abſolute rejec- 
tion of General Gunning's propofal ot ſuppreſſing 
the evidence againſt hie er ris if 1 would 
ſuppreſs my Letter. A ſingle knock at the ſtreet _ 
door did not announce the approach of vilitors, 
it was rather the humble ſignal of conſpirators and 
aſſaſſins ; there was a heavy fall of ſnow at the 
time.—My ſervant opened the door at the in/idious 
ſummons, when Mrs. Bowen, without aſking a 
ſingle queſtion, ru/ed by him, and in another 
moment was in the room, where my fiſter, -my 
daughter, and mylſclf, were fitting, as comfort- 
able, and as chearful, as Heaven's protection, and 

_ conſcious rectitude, could make us. Had we 
ſeen a ſpectre we could not have been more thock- 
ed, or ' more terrified, than at the appearance of 
Mrs. Bowen in our apartment. My harraſſed and 
ſtricken deer was the firſt to know her enemy, 
though ſo diſguiſed in her figure, that the ſervant 
who opened the door had no idea 20h it was, till 

her heroick huſband followed her in. Actuated 

by the ſame apprehenſions and the fame terrors, 
we all ſprang from our ſeats, and fled from the g 
room, with ſuch precipitation, that guilt itſelf 
could not have been winged with more ſwiftneſs. 
I ſaid as 1 paſſed her, bold wicked woman! how 
dare you enter my houſe? She try'd to ſtop me, 
as ſhe a//o did my ſiſter, who followed me; and 1 
heard her ſay, my dear Miſtreſs Gunning I am 
come as 4 friend, ſtop, for God's ſake ! it is all 

a miſtake. I was by this time half way up the 

ſtairs, when I heard a great battle of words 
5 . | between 


" 
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5 between my ſervant, John Dean, and the valorous 
Captain Bowen; who ſaid he would go wherever 
his. wife was, and John ſwore he ſhould not. 1 


called down to the ſervants to ſhew them both 
- _ out of the houſe; yet all the time making the beſt. 


of my way up the ſtairs. Mrs. Bowen's voice 
was nom changed from the weedling cadence of a 
ſycophant, to the boifterous notes of an enraged 
fury; the only words 1 could. diſtinguiſh in my 
flight, were, that we were all ſtark ſtaring mad, 
and calling to her gentle mate, ſhe begged he 
would not give himſelf the trouble to come up, 
which advice he followed; for this /mple reaſon, 
that the ſervant who protected us, would not et 
him move a /mgle ſtep towards us. He had cal- 
led at the door this very morning and aſked to ſee 
us, but was denyed admittance, which I imagi 

wes the cauſe of their evening exertions; their 
viſit then was indeed but a ſhort one; yet it occa- 
ſioned us a great deal of trouble. My beloved 
child was ſo terrified, that ſhe continued ex- 


tremely indiſpoſed the whole night. The meſlage, 


Captain Bowen left with the ſervants to be deli- 
vered to his friend General Gunning's daughter 
and his wife was this: tell them, ſaid he, they 
will repent of their folly, I came to ſave them from 
dęſtruction, to-morrow will be a terrible day for 
them, and in three days Miſs Gunning will be ſent 
to Newgate. 1 
Ibis threat had exactly the ſame effect on me as 
all the other fratagems they had uſed before, that 
is to lay, I very compoſedly continued to have the 
honour of addreſſing myſelf to your Grace, and 
have taken no other notice of their intruſion, than 
to for bid them by my lacbyer from uſing the freedom 
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to force themſelves upon me, or my family, in 
future. This notice, I believe, rather” alarmed 
the noble captain, as the next morning he waited 
on my lawyer, and very ſubmiſſively begged to 
know, if the letter he had received from him the 
evening before was a profeſional one; and being 
" anſwered that it was, he deſired I might be inform- 
ed I ſhould have no more trouble from him and 
Mrs. Bowen. | 

On the evening of Monday the 28th of Febru- 
ary, General Gunning ſent a letter to his dra — 
ter, which original letter, with a copy of her 
' anſwer, ſhe encloſed the next morning to your 
Grace, and ſent it under cover, directed to Mr. 

Ogilvie, deſiring he would convey it to you. © - 

I.,he copies of both theſe letters are ſtill my own, - 
and I ſhall here lay them before your Grace, as 
it is impoſſible for me to ſuppoſe you have ever re- 
ceived them from Mr. Ogilvie. They were cer- 
tainly entitled to ſome notice from your Grace; 
but on the contrary the virulence of her 'PERSECU- 
ons has /nce that time rather increaſed than been 
diminiſhed. AY ITO MELO 5 ; 


Cory of GENERAL. GunninG's Letter to his 
15580 , 3 


HEE. Monday Evening. 
FROM an heart that ſtill feels moſt ſenſibly 
the affections of a father for her who was dearly 
belov'd proceeds this letter that afflicted father 
deſires an interview with his unfortunate daughter 
in which ſhe wh dee, on having no more to 
fear than the workings of an anxious and perhaps 

over indulgent parent the time and place of meet- 
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* is left intirely to her who is even now dear 


to 8 
3 (signed) IJ. GUNNING. 
(cov) | EYE ee ee 
| Send an anſwer ſealed with 85 
red wax by the bearer * 
L have opened the note 
and made it up in the form 
of a letter, I ſup to night 
in Soho Square I lodge 


at No. 13 Norton * 
Fo Portland Place. EY 


Copy of Miſs Guxnine's _ Anſwer to ber Fa 
ws ther. | 


Monday 8 g. 


TU RN'D from your doors defenceleſs pen 


ay leſs and robb'd by you of what is and ever will 


bo dearer than my hife—my character Stigma- 
tized for forgeries which thoſe who really- did 


forge the letters and you Sir mut know I am as 


innocent of as heaven is free from fraud you who 


I never in my liſe offended in thought word or 
deed to caſt me out upon the wide world as a guilty 
creature when you know my heart would not have 
harboured a thought, that could have diſhonour- 

ed you, myſelf or my ſex; and after. you had 
thrown me off to purſue me as you would the 
bittereft of your enemies, to raiſe up falſe” wit- 
neſſes to cruſh that child whom you ſhould have 


protected with your life; innocent as I again re- 


peat you Ino me to be, even had I been guilty, 
N God be praiſed I am not, » Bll vou ſhould 


have 
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have ſcreened me, and your chaftiſements ſhould 
have been ſoftened by pity ; you call me unfortu- 
nate, I am unfortunate; who has made me ſo ? 

This unfortunate never will appear in your pre- 
ſence, till you announce, and that in the moſt 
publick and moſt unequivocal. manner, to the 
whole world, how much ſhe has been wronged 
by ſcandalous contrivances, and unheard of ca- 
lumny. 


(Signed) _ E. GU. 


The ir;ſertion of theſe letters, my Lord, I take 
intirely upon myſelf; I do it even againſt the ſo- 
licitations of my daughter, who, from motives of 
reſpect and delicacy, would have prevailed on me 
to have withheld them; but in /uch a plot againſt 
her, and where ſo many deceptions have been car- 
ried on, I /ee the necgſſity of doing as I have done. 

I had the honour of beginning this letter 40 
| your Grace before I moved from Pall-Mall to St. 
James's Street, ſince which the fudied interrupti- 
ons which the black miniſters of darkneſs have 
induſtriouſly thrown in my way, as tumbling. 
blocks, to impede my purpoſe, though not fully 
anſwering all their de efigns, have by no means for- 
warded the publication. To meſſengers and. eff 
fages perſuaſive and menacing, I lay the charge of 
my having hitherto omitted to make one very con- 
cluſive obſervation; however, as it can have loſt 
neither in weight or /trength, I ſhall here produce 
it for your Grace's inſpection. 

The two letters now in my poſſeſſion, - and 

- which delivered to me by Mrs. Bowen's ſervant, 

At the door of her lodging, on Sunday the _ if 


| „„ | 
of February, as what gave room for her ſuſpicions 
of her-coulin, I uſe her own words; theſe letters, 
my Lord Duke, have no ſimilitude whatever to the 
hand writing of my daughter: now, if ſhe had 


really been the author of them, and they were ad- 

ed (as by their contents appear to be the. caſe) 
in confidence, and to a confidential friend, is it poſſi- 
dle to ſuppoſe (allow her capable of diſguiſing her 
hand which I aver ſhe is not) that on ſuch an oc- 
caſion ſhe ſhould diſguiſe it; yet, ſign her name as 


ſhe uſually does ſign it, E Gunning; where 


could have been the inducement ? this is a contin- 
gency, my Lord, againſt which I muſt doubt if the 


wiſe projectors have made any proviſions ; the 


other letter ſince cooked up by the paternal and 


friendly aflociates, a Tue/day-dated letter, like the 


former, | have not ſeen, ſ cannot ſpeak upon the 
merit or demerit of its imitative powers; a copy 
of it only has been ſent to me, and that after it 
had received the ratification of (to the makers 
there) a trifling affidavit; but though not able 
to give a decided opinion, I may venture to /up- 
poſe that if this /mugg/ed Tueſday-letter is imparti- 
ally examined, it will be found liable to the very 


ſame objections with the former, viz. the hand 
writing diſguiſed but the name of the ſuppoſed 


writer affixed to it. [EE EE, | 

By repreſenting facts the evidences of which 
are incontrovertible, I merely perform a chriſtian 
duty; for ſuppoſing I had been a /ranger to the 
party opprefled, yet being alſo the enemy of op- 


Fel, and the friend of juſtice, thoſe facts ſhould 


have been produced, every circumftarce that could 
have detected the criminality of that confederacy, 


who have abandoned themſelves to the moſt deftruc- ” 


lie 
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tive purpoſes, every letter or other convicting proof: 
chance might have put into my poſſeſſion, thould 
have been brought forward, as 1 now bring them 
forward, even at the riſk of my fortune, and at the 
hazard of my per/onal ſafety.— I would have held 
back. no truth, which it was in my power to ad- 
vance, that could affiſt in tearing off the maſk of 
honour from the face of guilt. —This is a chriſtian 
duty !—To wipe away the tears of ſorrow from 
the eyes of innocence, to give to her pallid cheek, 
from which it has been ba/ely pilfered, the faſb of 
victory, to re- plant the roſes of contentment in her 
boſom, and preſent her to the world in her own 
white and unſpotted mantle.—This 700 is-the duty 
of a Chriſtian / 1 would not have expected prai/e 
from man, I would have aſked my reward from 
that maſter in whoſe ſervice my feeble talents were 
exerted. —ſhew me, my Lord Duke, a young 
creature, one whom I have not the. fe/icity to call 
my daughter, and I will act by her as I have acted 
by my own; I will be the ſoother of her miſeries, 
the ſupporter of her cauſe, and the vindicatar of her 
honour ; but ſhew her to me after the very portrait 
of my daughter, —ſo humbled in her ſituation, yet fo 
exalted in her ſentiments.—So invironed by malice, 
yet ſo free from revenge.—So purſued, yet ſo un- 
contending.—So perſecuted by every poſſible mode 
of /lander, yet cautiouſly concealing” from the world 
circumſtances, which, it made known by any other 
means, would be honourable to herſelf, and cover. 
her /flanderers with eternal confufion.—So charged 
with meanneſſes, yet poſſe/jing the very /oul of dig- 
nity,—So laden with crimes, extracted from the 
bottomleſs mines of — yet innocent as ange!s. 
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On the truth, the unexaggerated zruth of this 
character, my Lord, I reft my hopes of receivin 
compenſation in this world, and a favourable re- 

ception into that mare perfect one, from which 
avarice, jealouſy, envy, duplicities, falſehoods, 
5 forgeries, and Perjuries, are for ever excluded. 


I have the honour to be, | 8 


. 


\ % 


My Lon Dok, 


St. James's- ſtreet, 
March 9, 1791. 


